
www.stmaryshouston.com  pbstmaryshouston@gmail.com 281- 957 -5264 (Office)

Novenas : St. Antony  Tuesday | After 7 PM. Mass 
St. Jude  Thursday | After 7 PM. Mass  
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
Saturday | After 9:30 AM. Mass

Night Vigil: 
First Off Weekend Friday of the Month| 8 PM. to Midnight 
Adoration  
Every Friday | 9 AM - 7 PM.
Monday – Friday | 6 -7 PM. Saturday | 8:30  - 9:30 AM. 

HOLY MASS, NIGHT VIGIL & NOVENA TIMINGS
Holy Mass:
Monday – Friday - 7 PM. | Saturday- 9:30 AM.
Sunday | 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:30 AM 

From The Pastor’s Desk      Eight Days of Fasting  (ETTU NOMBU)  F«v t\m¼v 

May God Bless you all 
Fr. Suni Padinjarekkara  

Ettu Noyambu or the Eight Day Lent of Mary, 
mother of Jesus is a solemn remembrance 

of Mother Mary for Saint Thomas Christians in 
Kerala,
The custom is observed in the Oriental Ortho-
dox (Jacobite and Indian Orthodox) and Eastern 
Catholic (Syro-Malabar and Malankara Catholic) 
churches in Kerala. Believers participate in fasting 
and praying for the eight days. During this time 

churches celebrate the feast in remembrance of the birth of St. Mary (Nativity of 
Mary) and the eight days of lent is rigorously observed from the 1st day to 8th 
day of September with charitable activities, evangelical conventions and special 
prayers to honor St. Mary. Praying the rosary in groups is an important custom 
during these days. 
Origin stories (The narration)
In the seventh century, there was a town called Heera near Basra, which was 
predominantly a Christian township. The Caliph of Baghdad captured this 
town and appointed a fanatic Muslim governor, who implemented the caliph’s 
every dictum with fervor. The caliph was known to be cruel and had a weakness 
for beautiful women. He was enamored by the beauty and charm of the women 
of Heera and decided to reach there in three days. The chastity and modesty of 
the women of Heera were at stake. They sought refuge in the church of St. Mary. 
The priest declared an uncompromising lent for three days invoking the inter-
cession of mother Mary. On the 3rd day, in the middle of the Holy Qurbana, a 
golden beam of light flashed down from above, then spread to illuminate the 
whole church. It is said that the priest had a vision of Mother Mary and also 
heard her saying, “Do not be afraid; peace be to you – Rejoice. The Caliph is 
no more. Tribulations are over”. The whole congregation praised the Lord and 
thanked Mary for her intercessory prayers.
The women then decided to observe a lent for eight days from the 1st to the 8th 
of September in commemoration of this event. They believed that Mother Mary 
helped safeguard their chastity, modesty and dignity.
Establishment at Kerala
It appears that this practice originated in connection with the Islamic invasion 
and the subsequent fall of Kodungallur, a Christian centre in Kerala. There are 
different versions about the origin of the lent
A historical legend of the feast
Tipu Sultan, famous Muslim king of Mysore, invaded Kerala and reached 

Alwaye in 1789. He was against Christianity, since he was deadly against the 
English colonization in India. To show his hatred, the infamous Tipu let loose 
atrocities on Christian women. The dismayed hapless women sought to fasting 
and prayer on the other bank of the river near Alwaye for 8 days, seeking the 
intercession of St. Mary. They were relieved when Tipu was forced to retreat and 
go back at the attack on Tipu’s capital by Governor General Lord Mornington. 
It is said that on this retreat Tipu lost everything and died prematurely. The 
women of Kerala celebrate this as a grateful commemoration
Observation of “eight days Lent” honors the birthday of St. Mary, mother of 
Jesus. September 8 is considered as birthday of St. Mary. which has been a belief 
traditionally. 
St. Mary is venerated as the greatest saint by Christians since she brought Christ 
to this world. Although the birthday of Mary is an old feast in the Church with 
its origin in Palestine, it came to be celebrated in the Churches on September 
8 only since the seventh century. Most of the Christians in Kerala fast and pray 
during these days from September 1 to 8.
In Kerala the eight days Lent is rigorously observed from first to eighth day of 
September with charitable activities and special prayers to honor St. Mary. Pray-
ing Rosary in groups is an important custom these days.
We are celebrating the birthday of our mother mary on 8th september 2019, at 
11.30 am  mass . All are welcome.



 ?           

7:30 AM 7:30 AM

9:00 AM 9:00 AM

11:30AM 11:30AM

First Reading:            First Reading:            

Holy Mass
Timings

Isaia 29:19-24 Isaiah 31:4-9

1Thes 2:1-12 2 Thes 1:3-10
St. Lk 17:11-19 St. Lk 18:35-43

Second Reading: Second Reading: 

Holy Gospel: Holy Gospel: 

Sunday Readings & Altar Decoration: September 2019                               
September 1 September 8H O LY  FA M I LY   KO O DA R AYO G A M                

BIBLE QUIZ # 25

1. PdpkteanÂ AP IhmS¯n\Sp¯pÅ Ipf¯nsâ t]cvv ?

2. A\\ymkv F¶bmsf ]t{Xmkv IØpap«nbXv FhnsS h¨v ?

3 {]Imiw FhnsSsbÃmamWv {]Xy£s¸Sp¶Xvv ?

4. kzÀ¤¯nÂ \n¶v  Cd§n h¶v IÃpcp«namÁn AXnt·Â  

Ccp¶p.  Bcv  ?

5.  _______Bbncn¡pw \nsâ \nXy{]Imiw.____   

Bbncn¡pw \nsâ alXzw

6. IÀ¯mhnsâ Ir]bv¡v \o ]m{XamIpw Ft¸mÄ ?

7. F´mWv PvRm\¯nsâ ]qÀ®X ?

8. A[À½¯n\p ]cnlmcw Fs´Ãmw v?

9. AXv Bßmhn\p ]pXp Poh³ \ÂIp¶p.  F´v

10. tbip{InkvXphnÂ hnizkn¡p¶hÀ¡v ]cnNv tOZ\tam 

ImcyaÃ F´mWv kp{][m\w ? 

Name of the contestant
Family Name
Phone #

Bible Quiz # 24    Correct Answers.

Elsamma Puzhakarottu
Elsy Athimattathil  

Aleena Cheruvil
Simon Thomas Karickal

Tessy Siby Mecheril
Divya & Sherly Stany Cheruthanniyil
Flora Kudakasseril
Alphons & Ancin Jose Thannichuvattil

Other Winners

Quiz # 24
Selected winner: Lucy Sabu Karukaparambil.

1.   ]m] ]cnlmc¯n\mbn _enIfpw ImgvNIfpw AÀ¸n¡m\mWv

2.   kXymßmhv hcpt¼mÄ

3.   kacnbbnse kn¡mÀ

4.   12
5.  kvsX^mt\mkns\

6.   hnip²oIcWhpw AXnsâ Ahkm\w \nXy Poh\pw

7.   Zmcnbpknsâbpw t]Àjym¡mc\mb kmbndqknsâbpw `cWIme¯v

8.   IÀ¯mhnsâ alXzs¯¡pdn¨pÅ AdnhpsImØv

9.   IrXPv RXmkvtXm{XamWv

10. \ap¡v \ÂIs¸«ncn¡p¶ ]cnip²mßmhneqsS ssZh¯nsâ kvt\lw 

\½psS lrZb§fnte¡v sNmcnbs¸«ncn¡p¶p.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CCD PTA Meeting After 9 AM Mass

Sptember 8 :  

Sptember 1 :  

Sptember 15 : Class on Sacraments of initiation after 9am mass.

October 25, 26 & 27 : CHURCH MAIN FEAST henb s]cp¶mÄ

Sptember 28 : Audition for the applicants for Church Choir after the mass.

Ettu Nombu Thirunal Celebration

KazhchaVeypu

St. Joseph Koodaryogam

On August 18th

On August 18th

UPCOMING EVENTS

P
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t 
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Koodarayogam
St.Theresa Koodarayogam 
@ 7 pm in the residence of Philip Kariserickal on August, 31st 2019.
Holy Family Koodarayogam  @ 5 pm in the residence of Joseph 
Kannasseril on September. 15, 2019.
Ave Maria Koodarayogam 
@ 7pm in the residence of Johnson Vattamattam on Sept. 15, 2019.
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CHURCH OFFICIALS

VICAR
Fr. Suni Padinjarekkara(Office)  281-957-5264
Cell     708-953-1912 
OFFICE SECRETARY

Sr. Reji Philip    832-679-3702
Stephen Edattukunnel   832-277-2153
ACCOUNTANT

Geemon Varikkattu   713-291-4027
AUDITOR

Suman Maruthachickal   281-437-6542
TRUSTEES

Johny Pathiyil     281-753-8980
Baiju Pazhempallil   713 -517- 6445
Roy Mangappallil    713 -826 -6489 
Johnson Vattamattathil    201 -270 -9360
PRO

Chatterji Aickareth    832- 349 -8798
D R E

Rarichen Chennattu    713 -540 -6363
CONVENT

Sr. Reji (Mother)     832 -679-3702
SACRISTAN

Sr. Jossy Lukose    832-679-2049
Thomas Athimattathil    713 -540 -3484
Jose Thannichuvattil    434 -466 -2066
CHOIR

Jose Kuruppamparambil    281- 746 -8083
BIBLE READINGS

Sheeba Thannichuvattil    434 -466 -2059
(For Malayalam Masses)
Tomy Chamakalayil    281- 725 -2224
(For English Mass Only) 
FUNERAL COORDINATOR

Jojith Kulathilkarottu    832- 290 -0391
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS CO-ORDINATOR

Babu Parayamkalayil   832-971-0924
Sr. Joicy Joseph    832-679-3724

Annual Contributions

Annual Contributions

Building Fund

Building Fund

Sunday Collections 1331.00$

$

$

$

$

$

21625.00
250.00

1544.00
13050.00
0000.00

August 18

August 25
Sunday Collections

Past Events

Arkansas Trip


