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Readings
ANNUAL YOUTH RETREAT Sunday Mar 10, 2024
MARCH 16 & 17 Fifth Sunday of the Great Lent

e Gen 4:8-16 - Cain’s repentance

e 1Jn1:5-10 - Salvation when sins are
ANNUAL ADULTS RETREAT confessed

MARCH 21 - 24 e Jn 8:1-11 - Salvation for the sinful woman

Sl

PALM SUNDAY MARCH 24

Weekly Collections

- Sunday Collections: $1,711.00
Building Fund: $3,400.00
LETTER FROM VICAR ON PAGE 4 Annual Contributions: $12,130.00
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SNAP SHOTS Y

TOBACCO PREVENTION
PRESENTATI()N & PUPPET SHOW

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
MD Anderson
cer Center

Making Cancer History*

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

MD Anderson
LanecerCenter

Making Cancer History”
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HOLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY
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LETTER FROM VICART

March 1,2024
My Dear Parishioners,

I trust this letter finds you in good health and spirits. I am writing to provide further
clarification regarding the ongoing discussions and misunderstandings on social media and
elsewhere about the land we have proposed to purchase for our church relocation.

OUR GOAL

When I assumed my role in this parish, I had no intention of proposing any major projects,
such as relocating our church. However, the need to address the current limitations of our
church facilities became evident after an extensive feasibility study held before my arrival.
These limitations include:

1. Space for Catechism: We require additional space to accommodate catechism classes.

2. Parking Space: The existing parking area falls short of meeting our needs.

3. Seating Capacity: Our congregation has grown, necessitating more seating in the church.
4. Sanctuary Modifications: Many express a desire for modifications to the sanctuary.

MEETINGS HELD

After careful consideration, it was clear that the estimated $3 million for remodeling would
not adequately address our challenges in the current location. Consequently, during the
general body meeting on February 11, 2024, it was decided to explore alternative land
options.

Following an exhaustive evaluation of properties proposed by parishioners and others, the
parish executive shortlisted four potential lands. These were then presented to the parish
council during their meeting on February 24, 2024.. Unanimously, the council endorsed the
property located at 5002 Sienna Parkway in Missouri City for the favorable consideration
of the general body. During the open house at the property, all the participants
enthusiastically requested to buy this beautiful property that has usable buildings and a
lakeshore.

However, the subsequent pothuyogam, held the following day, concluded without a final
decision due to time constraints. Many expressed frustrations at their inability to fully
voice their opinions or hear instructions when asked to raise hands during the meeting.

WHY THE CHURCH EXECUTIVE MOVES FORWARD WITH 5002 SIENNA PKWY?

Given the inconclusive outcome of the pothuyogam on February 25,2024, the parish
executive made the decision to delve deeper into the details of the 5002 Sienna Parkway
property. In light of the following circumstances, we proceeded to study more details of this
land without losing it:
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Time Limitations: Several parishioners expressed their desire to acquire this property but
were unable to articulate their support during the meeting due to time constraints. They
want to go ahead with this project.

Communication Challenges: Some attendees reported difficulty hearing instructions when
asked to raise their hands.

Competing Offers: The real estate agent representing the seller has informed us that there
are attractive offers from various parties, including members of our community,
immediately after our general body meeting. These offers pose a challenge as we seek to
secure the property for our parish.

Religious Zoning: We are uncertain about obtaining religious zoning from the city. Before
proceeding, we must ascertain whether the city will grant us the necessary zoning. Without
it, our plans to purchase this land would be infeasible.

Commitment to Transparency: I want to reiterate that the purchase of the 5002 Sienna
Parkway property will only proceed if approved during the next pothuyogam. As mentioned
in my previous circular, all other concerns related to parish division, Knanaya Region
ownership, and financial burden were addressed. Our current actions are part of a
feasibility study in preparation for the upcoming pothuyogam.

FINANCIAL CONCERNS

There is a rumor going on stating that the purchase of the land and the subsequent
construction of the building will be an overwhelming burden for the parishioners
demanding $20,000 per family. The parish committee has never made such an estimate
and hence it is wrong propaganda.

Financial Approach: To address rumors regarding financial commitments, let me outline
our proposed two-phase implementation plan.

Phase 1: Land Purchase

Phase 2: Building Construction (once liabilities for land purchase are settled)

Voluntary Fundraising: Contributions will not be compulsory but voluntary with
proportionate incentive to donors.

Financial Resources: Our existing assets include around one million dollars from bank
deposits and the rectory sale. For the remaining funds, we will rely on voluntary collections
and bank loans.

Expected Contribution: Each family is encouraged to contribute $3,000 or more as one or
more installments within 2026, in addition to their previous donations for the current
church. Once we repay the land loan, we can proceed with planning the church and
catechism school building.
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Expected Donation during Phase 2: Since we are planning to sell the current church with its
land at around $ 6.5 million, we might request $6,000 per family in one or more
installments within a few years. Those who cannot afford can get exceptions from this
amount while generous people can contribute more. Again, this will be a voluntary
contribution with incentives to the donors. We expect a greater inflow of people from other
cities and bank loans for both phases of our project. With God’s prov1dence and our
cooperation, this program for the House of God will be successful and *completed at least by
2030.

x

MODIFICATIONS TO ACCESS THE PROPERTY

Some people raise the question of road accessibility to the property at 5002 Sienna
Parkway. Once we acquire the property, we shall apply to the concerned authorities to solve
such concerns. Without ownership we cannot request such modifications that are possible.

COMMUNICATION AND UNITY

I encourage everyone to reach out to the parish executive with any questions or concerns.
Open dialogue is essential. Let us remain steadfast in our faith and not be swayed by
negativity on social media.

BEST POSSIBLE PROPERTY

Although the property at 5002 Sienna Parkway may have some limitations, it is the best
available option accessible for our most families. The construction of a church facility there
will ensure maximum participation and growth for our parish. If we give up this divinely
providential opportunity, we will end up regretting it in the future. Moreover, we will be
stuck with the limitations of our present church for years to come. By that time, we might
lose the participation of many of our ellglble families. Therefore, on Jesus’ behalf, I humbly
request your cooperation with this project. “Minor issues and confusions should not prevent
us from developing our parish according to the divine plan.

What we are doing now is only a feasibility study with the city. Let us move forward with
faith and unity, keeping our parish’s best interests at heart. May our prayers guide us toward
the best decisions for our parish and its members. May God’s blessings be upon each one of
us as we move forward.

With gratitude and hope,

Fr. Abraham Mutholath
Vicar
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e Homily on Matthew 5:27-32 Be Holy by Fr. Abraham Mutholath
on March 3,2024
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kBDJPI-A8c¢

e Senior Citizens‘ Seminar: We will have the usual seminar and
one-day program for the senior citizens on this coming
Saturday starting with 9:30 AM Qurbana. All 60 and above are
welcome.

e Vincent de Paul Society Meeting: Vincent de Paul Society will
have a meeting in the mini-hall next Sunday after the first
Qurbana. New members are welcome to join this organization.
All Koodarayogam representatives are expected to attend this
meeting.

e Spring Break for CCD: There will NOT be Catechism next
Sunday, March 10th due to Spring-break. However, please bring
children for the English Qurbana as usual.

o Blessing of birthdays and wedding anniversaries will be held on
next Sunday March 10th after all Qurbanas. 2

e Lent and Stations of the Cross: Stations of the Cross will be held
on Fridays of Lent under the leadership of Koodarayogams.

e Youth Ministry Pilgrimage to Guadalupe: The National team of
Knanaya Catholic Youth Ministry is organizing a pilgrimage to
Guadalupe and Mexico City from June 19-23,2024. There are
only limited seats so please register before February 27. The
price inclusive of all prices from Houston will be $1,335.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kBDJPI-A8c
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e Lent Challenge: The Teen Ministry is conducting the Lent
challenge, a whole planner that helps our highschoolers was
sent out via WhatsApp.

e Annual Retreat for children and youth on March 16 & 17
(Saturday and Sunday).

o Annual Retreat for adults will be held from March 21 — 24
(Thursday eveing to Sunday) by Shekinah Team.

o CML Pilgrimage: CML is organizing a pilgrimage to Little
Flower Basilica on April 13, 2024..

e Confession and Holy Qurbana at homes: Priests will be
available to hear confession and give Holy Qurbana for those
who cannot come to the church. Please call the priests to
schedule the appointment.
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Wedding Banns
If there are any canonical impediments, please inform
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iMPORTANT DATE

MARCH 2024

MARCH 15 FRI: TEEN ZONE, ENGLISH MASS AND ADORATION 5:30PM
MARCH 16 - 17 SAT - SUN: ANNUAL RETREAT FOR CHILDREN AND
YOUTH

MARCH 18 MON: FEAST OF ST. CYRIL OF JERUSALEM

MARCH 19 TUE: FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH

MARCH 21 - 24 THU - SUN: ANNUAL RETREAT FOR ADULTS
MARCH 24 SUN: PALM SUNDAY

MARCH 25 MON: THE FEAST OF ANNUNCIATION

MARCH 28 THU: MAUNDY (PESAHA) THURSDAY

MARCH 29 FRI: GOOD (PASSION) FRIDAY

MARCH 30 SAT: GREAT SATURDAY

MARCH 31 SUN: EASTER SUNDAY

UUUUUUUU
MARCH 2024

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

<k
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CATECHISM CORNER

UPDATES\E

e RETREAT FOR YOUTH AND CHILDREN FROM MARCH 16-17
e CML PILGRIMAGE TO SAN ANTONIO WILL BE ON APRIL 13TH

AINT OF THE

WEEK
SAINT JOHN OF GOD

FEAST DAY:
MARCH 8TH

PATRONAGE: _
BOOKSELLERS, 4

HOSPITALS, NURSES, %
MENATALLY ILL

’ VERSE OF L BIBLE PASGE Y i

.THEWEEK GENESIS 4:8-16
Galatians 4:9-but now that 1 SAMUEL 24:1-8
you have come to know
. God, or rather to be known I JOHN 1:5-10
_é;'*‘ by God, how can you turn JOHN *:1-11
~ back again to the weak and

~ beggarly elemental spirits,

B

-~ whose slaves you want to be
2% once more? ‘
E: - TR i ,



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeSlAB5CyqI

MARCH 5, 2024

L WEEKLY SCHEDULE

QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON-FRI: 9:00 AM (MAL)
7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY: 9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY: 7:30 AM (MAL)
9:30 AM (ENG)

11:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)

CATECHISM
SUNDAY: 10:30AM

CONFESSION

MON -FRI: 6:00PM -6:45PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

smkchouston.org @2 219 6Ud (3} ©

ANGEL VOICE

NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA)

TUESDAY: ST. ANTONY
THURSDAY: ST.JUDE
SATURDAY: B.V. MARY

ADORATION

MON - FRI: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
SATURDAY: 8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

VICAR / PASTOR:

FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

TRUSTEES:

BABU PARAYAMKALAYIL: 832-971-0924

JASSIM THAYILPUTHENPURAYIL: 713-498-0604
GEORGE POOVAPADATH: 281-912-4150
SHAJUMON MUKALEL: 832-497-6656

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
SIMON ELLANKIYIL: 281-499-5573
BIBY THEKKANATT: 248-974-5100

THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA: 786-216-2938
MATHEW THEKKETHIL: 832-661-6305

OFFICE SECRETARIES:

STEPHEN EDATTUKUNNEL:832-277-2153

SR. JOICY SJC: 832-679-3724

ASSOCIATE VICAR / PASTOR:
FR. JOSEPH THACHARA: 832-274-5972

PRO:
ALVIN MUKALEL: 346-702-9498

DRE:
JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL:
201-270-9360
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:

FR.JOSEPH THACHARA
ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL

ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
STMARYTRUSTEE @GMAIL.COM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeSlAB5CyqI

