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Sunday  December 8,  2024 
Second Sunday of Annunciation 

Num 22:20-35  Balaam gets
instructions from the messenger 
Isa 43:25-44:5  Announcement about
the salvation of Israel 
Col 4:2-6 Pray that we may declare the
mystery of Christ 
Lk 1:26-38  Annunciation about the
birth of Christ

A N N U N C I A T I O N



Dear Parishioners, 

This week, the Gospel of Luke (1:26-38) presents the profound moment of the Annunciation, when
the angel Gabriel visits Mary with the extraordinary news that she will conceive and bear the Son of
God. This passage reveals not only Mary’s pivotal role in salvation history but also the fulfillment of
ancient promises made by God to the people of Israel. Let us take a moment to explore the
significance of Gabriel’s words to Mary in the context of Old Testament history and Jewish
expectations of the Messiah. 

 Gabriel’s Message and the Fulfillment of Ancient Promises 

 When Gabriel proclaims to Mary, “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus” (Luke 1:31), he speaks to a people deeply rooted in the hope of divine
intervention. The Israelites were awaiting the Messiah, a figure prophesied throughout the Old
Testament. The name “Jesus,” derived from the Hebrew “Yeshua,” means “God saves.” This naming
connects directly to the people’s longing for deliverance, a hope that had sustained them through
centuries of exile, oppression, and struggle. 

 The Son of the Most High 

 Gabriel continues: “He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High” (Luke 1:32). In the Old
Testament, the title “Most High” (El Elyon) is used to refer to God’s supreme authority and
sovereignty (Genesis 14:19, Psalm 47:2). By describing Jesus as the “Son of the Most High,”
Gabriel reveals that the child Mary will bear is not just a great prophet or king, but the divine Son of
God. This would have been a momentous revelation for Mary, whose people understood their
covenant relationship with God as unique but never imagined such intimate closeness to the divine. 

 The Throne of David and the Eternal Kingdom 

 Gabriel further declares: “The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32-33). This
statement resonates deeply with Israel’s history and prophecies. 

 1. The Throne of David: The promise of an everlasting kingdom is rooted in God’s covenant with
King David, found in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. God assured David that his throne would be established
forever through his offspring. For generations, the Israelites interpreted this as a prophecy of the 
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Messiah - a descendant of David who would restore the kingdom and bring eternal peace. Gabriel’s
words to Mary affirm that Jesus is this long-awaited heir to David’s throne. 

 2. The House of Jacob: The mention of the “house of Jacob” recalls God’s covenant with the
patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, represents the
twelve tribes and the entirety of the Jewish people. Jesus’ rule over the “house of Jacob forever”
signifies the fulfillment of God’s promise to bless all nations through Abraham’s descendants
(Genesis 12:3). 

 3. An Everlasting Kingdom: Unlike earthly kingships, which rise and fall, Gabriel proclaims that
Jesus’ kingdom will have no end. This aligns with Daniel’s vision of the everlasting dominion of the
“Son of Man” (Daniel 7:13-14). The eternal kingdom promised to Mary is not of political power but of
spiritual sovereignty, encompassing all who believe in Christ. 

 Mary’s Role and the Immaculate Conception 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception celebrates Mary’s unique role in this divine plan. From the
moment of her conception, Mary was preserved from original sin to be the pure vessel through which
God’s Son would enter the world. This grace reflects the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15, where God
promised that the offspring of the woman would crush the serpent’s head. 

Mary’s response to Gabriel, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according
to your word” (Luke 1:38), is a testament to her faith, humility, and complete trust in God. Her “yes”
echoes the faith of Abraham, who trusted in God’s promises, and the obedience of David, who
sought to serve the Lord despite his human flaws. Mary’s fiat opens the door for God’s plan of
salvation to be realized. 

 Reflection for Our Lives 

This passage calls us to reflect on our own openness to God’s will. Just as Mary said “yes” to God’s
plan, trusting Him despite uncertainty, we are invited to surrender our lives to His will. The
Annunciation and the Immaculate Conception remind us that God’s promises are always fulfilled,
even when the path seems unclear. 

In this Advent season, let us prepare our hearts to receive Christ as Mary did - with faith, humility,
and joy. Let us also remember that, like Mary, we are called to bring Christ into the world through our
words, actions, and love for others. 
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Closing Thought 

 Mary’s story teaches us that God’s grace can work wonders in our lives when we open our hearts to
Him. As we celebrate the Immaculate Conception, let us honor Mary’s faith and strive to echo her
“yes” in our own lives, trusting that God’s plans for us will lead to eternal joy. 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Fr. Abraham Mutholath
 Pastor 

 "Trust in God’s promises, for His grace can work wonders through our humble ‘yes.’"
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behind the scenes for the cultural

programs of our main feast. 



Koodarayogams, please do Christmas Carol. Intention is for altar
renovation. Sponsors are welcome.

We will celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Sunday
December 15. Sponsors are welcome. 

Bonding Families zoom meeting this Wednesday, December 4, at
8:30 P.M. Please join. 

This Friday is First Friday of the month. We will have adoration after
the 7:00 P.M. Holy Qurbana.

Those who have not made annual contribution this year, please do so. 

Buffallo (പോത്ത്) auction on Sunday December 15th after 9:30 A.M.
Qurbana.

Youth Ministry Charity drive in December. Collecting clothes, non-
perishable food items, household items, personal care items like
soap, shampoos, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. Donation boxes will
be available at the hallway during December. 

Youth Ministry meeting to plan our next year feast will be on Sunday,
December 22nd after English Qurbana. All of the ages 15-35, whether
married or unmarried, are welcome. Please invite your friends for
that meeting. 
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Homily on Luke 1:5-25 by Fr. Abraham Mutholath in Houston on
December 1, 2024.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKO730su_l4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKO730su_l4
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Jojo Mathew, son of Jose and Sherly Medayil from St. John Nepumcene’s
Knanaya Catholic Parish, Kumarakom with Stacy P Philip, daughter of
Jacob and Josephina Palanilkumthadathil from this parish, originally
from Kuruppanthara to be held on January 18, 2025. (Third Bann). 

 Ajomon Joseph, son of Joseph and Kunjumol Palanilkumthadathil from
St. Thomas Knanaya Catholic Church, Kuruppanthara with Sonia Paul,
daughter of Paulson and Reena Parasseril from this parish (originally
from Makudalayam) to be held on January 23, 2025. (Third Bann). 

Fabin Saju son of Saju and Meena Vattakunnathu from Holy Family
Knanaya Catholic Church Atlanta with Selina Mary John daughter of Biju
and Kavitha Pulickal from this parish to be held on January 18, 2025.
(Second Bann) 

Anters Thomas Alexander, son of Alexander and Beena Mattappillil from
St. Joseph’s Knanaya Catholic Church, Vadakkummury with Amrutha
Maria Joy, daughter of Joy and Shanti Palackaparambil (Illikkaparambil)
from this parish (originally from Karikunnam St. Augustine’s parish) to be
held on January 9, 2025. (Second Bann) 

Crisjo Jaimon, son of Jaimon and Shiny Parayamkalayil from this parish
with Olivia Joseph, daughter of Titus and Linsey Meleth from St. Mary’s
Knanaya Catholic Parish, Detroit to be held on May 29, 2025. (First Bann)
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St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic 
Forane Church, Houston

5:30-5:45
Food

5:30-6:45 Teen Zone (8th-12th graders only)

7:00-8:00 English Qurbana (Open to everyone)

8:00-8:45 Adoration (open to everyone)

7pm English
Mass
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Fun, Games, Activities & Food
Every Third Friday

12/20 @ 5:30 PM



December 2024
Dec 3 Tue: Feast of St. Francis Xavier 
Dec 7 Sat: Feast of St. Ambrose & Feast of the
Immaculate Conception of Our Lady 
Dec 14 Sat: Feast of St. John of the Cross 
Dec 18 Wed: Feast of The Miraculous Cross at
Mylapore
Dec 25 Wed: Christmas – The Nativity of our Lord
Dec 26 Thu: Feast of St. Stephen 
Dec 27 Fri: Feast of St. John, the Apostle 
Dec 28 Sat: Holy Childhood Day (The Infants’ Day) 
Dec 29 Sun: Feast of the Holy Family 
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Saint of the
Week

CATECHISM CORNER
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 the Week
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N U M B E R S  2 2 : 2 0 - 3 5  
I S A I A H  4 3 : 2 5 - 4 4 : 5
C O L O S S I A N S  4 : 2 - 6
L U K E  1 : 2 6 - 3 8
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VICAR / PASTOR:
  FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

 TRUSTEES:
  JASSIM  THAYILPUTHENPURAYIL 
                                                                 713-498-0604
  BABU PARAYAMKALAYIL:       832-971-0924
                                                        
  GEORGE POOVAPADATH:          281-912-4150
  
  SHAJUMON MUKALEL:             832-497-6656
 
  JAMES EDUKUTHARYIL:         847-897-8028

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
   SIMON ELLANKIYIL:                  281-499-5573
   BIBY THEKKANATT:                 248-974-5100
   THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA:
                                                                 786-216-2938
   MATHEW THEKKETHIL:         832-661-6305
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
 FR. JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL: 
                                                                224-775-8039
PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
  BIBY THEKKANATT:              248-974-5100 
OFFICE SECRETARY:
  SR. REJI SJC:                               832-679-3702
PRO:
  ALVIN MUKALEL:                    346-702-9498
D﻿RE:
  JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL: 
                                                               201-270-9360 
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:
  ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL
  ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
  ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

            FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
            STMARYTRUSTEE@GMAIL.COM                       
                                                                                  

QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI:      9:00 AM (MAL)
                                 7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY:    9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY :          7:30 AM (MAL)
                                  9:30 AM (ENG)
                                  11:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)

CATECHISM

SUNDAY:         10:30 AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI:      6:00 PM -6:45 PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

 

Weekly Schedule
NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA) 

 TUESDAY:  ST. ANTONY
 THURSDAY:  ST. JUDE

FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
 SATURDAY:  B.V. MARY 

ADORATION
MON - FRI:  6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

SATURDAY:  8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS                                     

contact information


