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Sunday  December 22,  2024 
Fourth Sunday of Annunciation 

Gen 18:1-10 God confirms the promise
to Abraham 
Judg 13:2-7, 24 Birth of Samson 
Eph 3:1-13 Paul is called to witness
the mystery of Christ
Lk 1:57-66 Birth of John the Baptist 

N A T I V I T Y



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
Wishing You the Blessings of Christmas!
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, I extend my heartfelt
blessings and prayers to you and your families during this holy season. May the light of
Christ fill your hearts with peace, joy, and hope.
 
The mystery of Christmas begins with the humility of God. Imagine the Creator of the
universe choosing to dwell for nine months in the womb of the Virgin Mary. This profound act
of humility teaches us that God does not seek power or glory in the worldly sense but instead
comes to us in simplicity and love. He is Emmanuel, God with us, choosing to share in our
humanity so that we might share in His divinity.
 
The birth of Jesus in a manger is a powerful reminder of God’s way, which often contrasts
with human expectations. The King of Kings was not born in a palace but in a stable,
surrounded by animals. This unusual and humble setting invites us to reflect on the values of
simplicity, humility, and the need to make space for God in our lives. Just as there was no
room for Him at the inn, we must ask ourselves: Are we making room for Jesus in our hearts
and lives?
 
God sent His angel to announce the birth of Jesus to shepherds, humble workers who were
often overlooked in society. This divine choice shows that God’s message of salvation is for
everyone, especially the poor and marginalized. The shepherds, in turn, responded with faith
and worship. They came to adore the Good Shepherd, who would one day lay down His life
for His sheep. Their visit encourages us to come to Jesus with the same simplicity and faith,
to worship Him wholeheartedly.
 
Surrounding the newborn Jesus were lambs, a poignant image of the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. Jesus was born among the animals used for Temple
sacrifices, foreshadowing His ultimate sacrifice on the cross for our redemption. This
connection reminds us of the great love of God, who gave His only Son for our salvation.
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On the other hand, we see the rejection Jesus faced even at birth. There was no room for
Him at the inn or in any home. This lack of hospitality reflects how we, too, can sometimes
deny Jesus’ presence in our lives. Whether through neglect, distraction, or sin, we fail to
welcome Him into our hearts. Yet, the shepherds, despite their simple circumstances,
opened their cattle house to welcome the Savior. This act of kindness and faith challenges us
to open our hearts and lives to Jesus and to those in need.
 
The Christmas story invites us to reflect deeply on its message. It calls us to humility, faith,
and hospitality. It reminds us to seek God in the simplicity of life, to welcome Him into our
hearts, and to share His love with those around us. Let us also remember that the greatest
gift of Christmas is the presence of Jesus in our lives. His love and grace are gifts that
transform us and bring us lasting peace and joy.
 
As we celebrate this joyous season, let us carry the message of Christmas in our hearts
throughout the year. Let us be like the shepherds, spreading the good news of Jesus’ birth
and sharing His love with all.
 
May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts and homes this Christmas and always.
 
With prayers and blessings, 
 
Fr. Abraham Mutholath
Pastor 
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Thanks to Koodarayogams for doing the Christmas Carol.

Thanks to those who have made annual contribution this year.
Others please do so. $500 is the expected amount per year.

Mission League is having a toy drive this month to give to children in
need. Please bring them and deposit in the box of CML in the hallway.

Youth Ministry Charity drive in December. Collecting clothes, non-
perishable food items, household items, personal care items like
soap, shampoos, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. Donation boxes will
be available at the hallway during December. 

Confession on December 20th from 6:30 P.M. and December 21st
Saturday from 9:00 A.M. by priests from outside

Youth Ministry meeting to plan our next year feast will be on Sunday,
December 22nd after English Qurbana. All of the ages 15-35, whether
married or unmarried, are welcome. Please invite your friends for
that meeting. 

Seniors monthly program with Christmas celebration will be held on
Saturday, December 21st after 9:30 A.M. Qurbana. All seniors from
age 60 are expected.

Syro-Malankara Qurbana will be held next Saturday, December 21st
at 11:30 A.M.

All Koodarayogams will have an opportunity to do Christmas Carol
songs on Sunday, December 22nd after English Qurbana for five
minutes each. The songs can be in Malayalam or English with
maximum people participation. It will not be a competition. 
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Homily on Luke 1:5-25 by Fr. Abraham Mutholath in Houston on
December 1, 2024.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKO730su_l4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKO730su_l4


This year we will have competition on Koodarayoam basis for prayer
space setting at homes. Please rearrange your prayer room or wall
according to the directions given, take a photo and send to your
Koodarayogam coordinator. The Koodarayogam executive will select
the best from them and forward to the church executive. Prize will be
given to the winners on Koodarayogam and parish level after the
Christmas vigil Qurbana. All submissions shall be made on or before
December 22nd. 

At the start of this year, Holy Childhood introduced a New Testament
Bible reading challenge. Three children completed the New
Testament! Following the Qurbana , they will receive prize.

You are invited to bring Christmas cake when you come for Christmas
vigil Qurbana on December 24th and that will be distributed to all
who come to the church that day.

The bedridden people who like to have confession and communion
please let us know. One of the priests will come to your house at your
convenience to do the service.

Christmas Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM in English and 7:00 P.M. in
Malayalam. Holy Childhood will have a Live Nativity Show and Carold
song at 6:40 PM.
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Crisjo Jaimon, son of Jaimon and Shiny Parayamkalayil from
this parish with Olivia Joseph, daughter of Titus and Linsey
Meleth from St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic Parish, Detroit to be
held on May 29, 2025. (Third Bann)

Vince Joseph, son of Joseph and Valsamma Adyanoor from St.
Kuriakose Knanaya Catholic Church, Kakkanad with Elizabeth
Jose, daughter of Jose and Josephine Kallickal from this parish
to be held on January 8, 2025. (Second  Bann) 

Ashik Jomon son of Jomon and Bindhu Manumkal from St.
Augustine’s Knanaya Catholic Church, Karimkunnam with Alina
Sabu, Daughter of Sabu and Jiji Chakalackal from this parish to
be held on February 2, 2025. (Second  Bann)
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St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic 
Forane Church, Houston

5:30-5:45
Food

5:30-6:45 Teen Zone (8th-12th graders only)

7:00-8:00 English Qurbana (Open to everyone)

8:00-8:45 Adoration (open to everyone)

7pm English
Mass
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Fun, Games, Activities & Food
Every Third Friday

12/20 @ 5:30 PM



December 2024
Dec 18 Wed: Feast of The Miraculous Cross at
Mylapore
Dec 25 Wed: Christmas – The Nativity of our Lord
Dec 26 Thu: Feast of St. Stephen 
Dec 27 Fri: Feast of St. John, the Apostle 
Dec 28 Sat: Holy Childhood Day (The Infants’ Day) 
Dec 29 Sun: Feast of the Holy Family 
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S T .  J O H N  O F  T H E  C R O S S
F E A S T  D A Y :

D E C E M B E R  1 4

P A T R O N A G E :
C O N T E M P L A A T I V E S ,

S P A N I S H  P O E T S ,  M Y S T I C S   

UPDATES
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G a l a t i a n s  4 : 1 6 - H a v e  I
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b y  t e l l i n g  y o u  t h e
t r u t h ? .

Saint of the
Week

CATECHISM CORNER

BIBLE PASSAGE
Verse of

 the Week
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G E N E S I S  2 4 : 5 0 - 6 7
1  S A M U E L  1 : 1 - 1 8
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 5 - 2 1
M A T H E W  1 : 1 8 - 2 4  
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VICAR / PASTOR:
  FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

 TRUSTEES:
  JASSIM  THAYILPUTHENPURAYIL 
                                                                 713-498-0604
  BABU PARAYAMKALAYIL:       832-971-0924
                                                        
  GEORGE POOVAPADATH:          281-912-4150
  
  SHAJUMON MUKALEL:             832-497-6656
 
  JAMES EDUKUTHARYIL:         847-897-8028

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
   SIMON ELLANKIYIL:                  281-499-5573
   BIBY THEKKANATT:                 248-974-5100
   THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA:
                                                                 786-216-2938
   MATHEW THEKKETHIL:         832-661-6305

smkchouston.org

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
 FR. JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL: 
                                                                224-775-8039
PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
  BIBY THEKKANATT:              248-974-5100 
OFFICE SECRETARY:
  SR. REJI SJC:                               832-679-3702
PRO:
  ALVIN MUKALEL:                    346-702-9498
D RE:
  JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL: 
                                                               201-270-9360 
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:
  ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL
  ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
  ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

            FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
            STMARYTRUSTEE@GMAIL.COM                       
                                                                                  

QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI:      9:00 AM (MAL)
                                 7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY:    9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY :          7:30 AM (MAL)
                                  9:30 AM (ENG)
                                  11:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)

CATECHISM

SUNDAY:         10:30 AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI:      6:00 PM -6:45 PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

 

Weekly Schedule
NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA) 

 TUESDAY:  ST. ANTONY
 THURSDAY:  ST. JUDE

FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
 SATURDAY:  B.V. MARY 

ADORATION
MON - FRI:  6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

SATURDAY:  8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS                                     

contact information


