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Genesis 21 : 9 - 21 
1 Samual 1 : 21 - 28  
Galatians 4 : 21 - 5 : 1 
Matthew 2 : 1 - 12



Dear Parish Family,

With hearts full of gratitude, I am delighted to share the beauty and inspiration behind the
recent remodeling of our sanctuary. Every element has been thoughtfully designed, drawing
from the sacred traditions of our faith and the rich symbolism of the Eastern Catholic Church.
This remodeled space invites us into deeper worship and communion with God.

A Journey Rooted in Tradition

The Temple of Jerusalem

The Temple of Jerusalem was structured with three main sections:
The Outer Court – Open to all people, symbolizing preparation and inclusion.1.
The Holy Place – Reserved for priests, representing a deeper level of sacred encounter.2.
The Holy of Holies – The most sacred space, housing the Ark of the Covenant, where
God's presence dwelled.

3.

These divisions symbolized the progression from humanity’s daily life into the sacred
presence of God. This sacred layout has deeply influenced the architecture of Eastern
Catholic Churches, reflecting a journey toward divine intimacy.

Eastern Catholic Church Design
Our church incorporates the traditional threefold design:

Narthex (Entrance) – The place of gathering and preparation to meet the Lord.1.
Nave – Representing our earthly journey, filled with prayer and worship.2.
Sanctuary – The heavenly space where the altar and divine mysteries reside.3.

Icons, an integral part of Eastern Catholic tradition, adorn the church as “windows to
heaven,” guiding us to meditate on divine truths and offering glimpses of the heavenly realm.
   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Features of the Remodeled Sanctuary at St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic Church

Entrance
The entrance has been beautifully paneled to signify the welcoming door of God’s house, an
invitation to step into His divine presence with an open heart.
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Exploring the Beauty and Significance of Our
Remodeled Sanctuary



Central Aisle and Flooring
The central aisle features white and gold-lined tiles, representing the Church as our path
leading us from earth to heaven. The flooring is designed with three distinct colors to
symbolize earth, Jerusalem (church), and heaven.

Ceiling Design
The sanctuary ceiling is adorned with a golden finish, representing the glory of heaven. The
other parts of the church have a white ceiling, signifying earth redeemed and purified
through Christ’s salvation.

Bema (Pulpit Area)
At the heart of the church is the Bema, designed with an image of Jesus raising His hands to
preach and bless. From here, the priest, representing Jesus, proclaims the Gospel and offers
spiritual guidance.

Lector Stands
The Old Testament lectern is adorned with an image of Moses holding the Ten
Commandments and a Menorah with seven flames. The Menorah symbolizes the Holy
Spirit, which enlightens and purifies.
The New Testament lectern, used for readings (except the Gospels), features St. Paul
holding a scroll of his writings, along with the flame of the Holy Spirit, symbolizing divine
inspiration.

Main Altar
The main altar is the heart of the sanctuary, featuring the Last Supper, where Jesus
instituted the Holy Eucharist. This sacred space reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice and His
command to “Do this in remembrance of Me.” Beneath the altar is a statue of the buried
Jesus, symbolizing His passion and tomb.

Tabernacle and Crucifixion
The tabernacle, placed above the altar, rests in a radiant white background, representing
purity and divine presence. Above it, a crucified statue of Jesus stands against a backdrop of
Golgotha, reminding us of His ultimate sacrifice for humanity.

Ceiling Icon of Ascension
The golden sanctuary ceiling features an icon of the Ascension of Jesus, which also
symbolizes His second coming in glory, accompanied by angels and clouds.
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Symbolic Tables
The table for bread preparation is adorned with an icon of a Lamb with a flag of victory,
symbolizing Jesus as the Lamb of God who sacrificed Himself for our salvation.
The table for wine preparation features a Pelican, an ancient symbol of Jesus’ self-
sacrifice, as pelicans were believed to break their hearts to feed their young.

Statues and Icons
The statues of Mary and Joseph remind us of their significant roles in Jesus’ life and our
own faith journey. Mary, our patron saint, intercedes for us as we walk with Christ.
The image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a miraculous and divine image, emphasizes
God’s care and the maternal love of Mary.
The Divine Mercy image, painted from St. Faustina’s vision, reminds us of Jesus’ infinite
mercy.
St. Thomas touching Jesus’ wounds, located at the shrine of St. Jude and St. Antony,
honors St. Thomas as the patron of the Syro-Malabar Church and highlights his
declaration of faith: “My Lord and my God.”

   ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Sacred Space for Worship and Reflection
Each element of our remodeled sanctuary is rich in symbolism, designed to reflect divine
truths and immerse us in a heavenly atmosphere. Together, these sacred features inspire us
to meditate, pray, and encounter God in a profound way.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who supported this project through their prayers,
contributions, and hard work. May God abundantly bless us as we gather in this sacred
space, our meeting place with Him.

With love and prayers,
Fr. Abraham Mutholath
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Our Remodeled Sanctuary
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Seniors’ Christmas celebration
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Youth Ministry Feast Planning

Prayer wall 
at home - 

First Prize:

Jose & Jane
Chakkalackal
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CML Carol at Nursing home



Thanks to Koodarayogams for doing the Christmas Carol.

Thanks to those who have made annual contribution this year.
Others please do so. $500 is the expected amount per year.

Mission League is having a toy drive this month to give to children in
need. Please bring them and deposit in the box of CML in the hallway.

Youth Ministry Charity drive in December. Collecting clothes, non-
perishable food items, household items, personal care items like
soap, shampoos, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. Donation boxes will
be available at the hallway during December. 

You are invited to bring Christmas cake when you come for Christmas
vigil Qurbana on December 24th and that will be distributed to all
who come to the church that day.

The bedridden people who like to have confession and communion
please let us know. One of the priests will come to your house at your
convenience to do the service.

Christmas Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM in English and 7:00 P.M. in
Malayalam. Holy Childhood will have a Live Nativity Show and Carol
song at 6:40 PM.

Only one Qurbana on Wednesday December 25th at 9:00 A.M. No
evening Qurbana. 

Thursday, December 26th is the feast celebration of St. Stephen. We
will celebrate on Sunday December 29th. Sponsors are welcome. 

Saturday, December 28th is the Holy Innocents feast. Blessings of
children will be held after Holy Qurbana. 
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Homily on Matthew 1:18-24 by Fr. Abraham Mutholath in Houston
on December 22, 2024.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EtHhwHGe2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EtHhwHGe2A


Blessing of our remodeled sanctuary will be held at 7:00 P.M. prior to
Christmas Vigil Qurbana. 

Youth Ministry will have a Christmas Tree with gifts after Christmas
Vigil Qurbana. 

Thanks to everyone who cooperated with the auctions. 

Inauguration of Jubilee Year 2025 on January first after New Year
Qurbana. 

Pilgrimage to Europe as part of Jubilee Year 2025,  August 28
Thursday to September 12the Friday.  Trip covers Holy Doors of four
Basilicas in Rome, Italy, Vatican, France, Portugal, and Spain. Pius X,
Padre Pio, St. John Maria Vianney, St. Antony, Papal audience, Turin,
Assisi (St. Francis & St. Clara), Tombs of Popes, Pisa Tower.  Total
cost is $4,200.  There are 43 participants so far and hence we cannot
accept registrations any more.  If more people are interested, we shall
add them to the waiting list.  
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Vince Joseph, son of Joseph and Valsamma Adyanoor from St.
Kuriakose Knanaya Catholic Church, Kakkanad with Elizabeth
Jose, daughter of Jose and Josephine Kallickal from this parish
to be held on January 8, 2025. (Third Bann) 

Ashik Jomon son of Jomon and Bindhu Manumkal from St.
Augustine’s Knanaya Catholic Church, Karimkunnam with Alina
Sabu, Daughter of Sabu and Jiji Chakalackal from this parish to
be held on February 2, 2025. (Third Bann) 

Jobin K Joseph, son of Joseph and Betsy Koovappillil from Holy
Family Knanaya Catholic Church Velloor with Roshni Macheril
Sabuji, daughter of Sabuji and Elsy Poozhikunnel from this
parish to be held on April 28, 2025. (First Bann) 
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December 2024
Dec 25 Wed: Christmas – The Nativity of our Lord
Dec 26 Thu: Feast of St. Stephen 
Dec 27 Fri: Feast of St. John, the Apostle 
Dec 28 Sat: Holy Childhood Day (The Infants’ Day) 
Dec 29 Sun: Feast of the Holy Family 

January 2025
Jan 1 Wed: feast of Holy Name of Jesus
Jan 3 Fri:  Feast of St. Chavara Kuriakose Elias,                  
                      The Divine Motherhood of Mary
Jan 5 Sun:  Feast of St. John Neumann
Jan 6 Mon:  The Feast of Epiphany   
Jan 10 Fri:  Feast of St. John the Baptist    
Jan 14 Tue: Feast of St. Devasahayam Pillai
Jan 17 Fri:  Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles
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https://syrocalendar.com/feasts/st-kuriakose-elias-chavara/
https://syrocalendar.com/feasts/st-john-neumann/
https://syrocalendar.com/feasts/the-feast-of-epiphany/
https://www.syromalabarliturgy.org/assets/feasts/pdfs/1641535574.pdf
https://syrocalendar.com/feasts/st-devasahayam-pillai/
https://www.syromalabarliturgy.org/assets/feasts/pdfs/1642066879.pdf


N O  C A T E C H I S M  O N  D E C E M B E R  2 9

C A T E C H I S M  W I L L  R E S T A R T  O N  J A N U A R Y  5

S T .  S T E P H E N
F E A S T  D A Y :

D E C E M B E R  2 6

P A T R O N A G E :  D E A C O N S ,
B R I C K L A Y E R S ,  A N D

S T O N E M A S O N S   

UPDATES
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Saint of the
Week

CATECHISM CORNER

BIBLE PASSAGE
Verse of

the Week
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G E N E S I S  2 1 : 9 - 2 1
1 S A M U E L  1 : 2 1 - 2 8
G A L A T I A N S  4 : 2 1 - 5 : 1
M A T H E W  2 ; 1 - 1 2  
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VICAR / PASTOR:
  FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

 TRUSTEES:
  JASSIM  THAYILPUTHENPURAYIL 
                                                                 713-498-0604
  BABU PARAYAMKALAYIL:       832-971-0924
                                                        
  GEORGE POOVAPADATH:          281-912-4150
  
  SHAJUMON MUKALEL:             832-497-6656
 
  JAMES EDUKUTHARYIL:         847-897-8028

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
   SIMON ELLANKIYIL:                  281-499-5573
   BIBY THEKKANATT:                 248-974-5100
   THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA:
                                                                 786-216-2938
   MATHEW THEKKETHIL:         832-661-6305
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
 FR. JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL: 
                                                                224-775-8039
PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
  BIBY THEKKANATT:              248-974-5100 
OFFICE SECRETARY:
  SR. REJI SJC:                               832-679-3702
PRO:
  ALVIN MUKALEL:                    346-702-9498
D RE:
  JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL: 
                                                               201-270-9360 
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:
  ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL
  ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
  ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

            FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
            STMARYTRUSTEE@GMAIL.COM                       
                                                                                  

QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI:      9:00 AM (MAL)
                                 7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY:    9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY :          7:30 AM (MAL)
                                  9:30 AM (ENG)
                                  11:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)

CATECHISM

SUNDAY:         10:30 AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI:      6:00 PM -6:45 PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

 

Weekly Schedule
NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA) 

 TUESDAY:  ST. ANTONY
 THURSDAY:  ST. JUDE

FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
 SATURDAY:  B.V. MARY 

ADORATION
MON - FRI:  6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

SATURDAY:  8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS                                     

contact information


