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covenant is filled with the glory
of God
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VICAR’S MESSAGE

PASTOR’'S MESSAGE

CLARITY ON MARIAN TITLES AND DEVOTION
In Light of the Doctrinal Note
Mother of the Faithful People (Mater Populi Fidelis)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The recent circular from our Major Archbishop, following the Doctrinal Note approved by the
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV and issued by the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, invites us to
a deeper and clearer understanding of our Marian devotion. This document, entitled Mother of
the Faithful People (Mater Populi Fidelis), clarifies certain expressions and titles used for the
Blessed Virgin Mary — particularly “co-redemptrix.” “Mother of Graces,” and “Mediatrix™ — to
ensure that our faith remains centered on Christ while fully honoring His Blessed Mother
according to the mind of the Church,

1. No Change in Marian Doctrine

The Church’s four Marian dogmas remain fully affirmed and unaltered: Marv is the Mother of
God, ever-virgin, immaculately conceived, and assumed into heaven. These truths continue to
express her unique and exalted role in salvation history. The recent doctrinal clarification does
not diminish Mary’s dignity or devotion but helps us express it faithfully within sound theology.

2. Clarifying the Title *Co-Redemptrix™

The term co-redempiriv has never been an official teaching of the Church. While many of the
faithful have used it lovingly, it may unintentionally suggest that Mary shares equally in Christ’s
redemptive work. The Note warns that such an expression could obscure the central truth that
Jesus Christ alone is the Redeemer of humanity. Mary’s participation was one of loving
cooperation—she offered her free and obedient “yes” to God’s plan of salvation. Her role was
unique, but always subordinate to and dependent upon her Son’s redeeming act.

3. On the Title *Mother of Graces™

The document also advises prudence in using the title “Mother of Graces,” because all grace
originates from God. Christ, through His Church and the sacraments, is the fountain of all divine
life. Mary, as the Mother of Jesus, intercedes for us and obtains graces through her prayer, but
she 18 not their source. Our devotion must always lead us to recognize God as the giver of every
grace.

4. On the Title “Mediatrix”

The Church has always upheld that Christ is the one and only Mediator between God and
humanity (1 Tim 2:5). Mary’s intercession flows from her maternal care for us, not from an equal
standing with Christ. The Doctrinal Note urges that when we refer to Mary’s intercession, we
distinguish it clearly from Christ’s unique mediatorship. We can confidently turn to Mary as an
intercessor who prays for us, but our salvation comes through Christ alone.

5. Mary’s Role as Mother of the Church
Mary’s cooperation in salvation history, her steadfast faith at the foot of the Cross, and her
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maternal care for all disciples remain central to our devotion. Jesus, before dving, entrusted her
to the beloved disciple, saying, “Behold, your mother” (In 19:27). She continues to be the
spiritual mother of all believers and the model of perfect discipleship.

6. Devotion Remains Unchanged

All our beloved Marian devotions—the Holy Rosary, the novenas, the scapular, the liturgical
feasts, and the daily prayers invoking her intercession—remain encouraged and cherished. The
document does not reduce devotion to Mary but purifies it, guiding us to love her more truly, as
the Church loves her, and to follow her example of faith and obedience.

7. A Call to Faithful Understanding

In this time when social media often spreads confusion, we are called to remain rooted in the
authentic teaching of the Church. Let us not be misled by those who present this clarification as a
reduction of Marian honor or as a concession to Protestant thought. Rather, it 1s a reaffirmation
that our love for Mary always points us to her Son, our only Lord and Savior,

Dear friends, let us renew our filial devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of the
Church and our Mother, with hearts full of gratitude, Her humility and obedience led her to share

intimately in the mystery of our redemption—not as Redeemer, but as the most pertect disciple
of the Redeemer.

May she continue to intercede for us, protect our families, and guide us ever closer to her Son,
Jesus Christ,

May God bless you all through the loving intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary!

Fr Abratam Mutholath
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Prot. No. 0787/2025

Circular
Guidelines for Marian Devotion

Raphael Thattil
the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
to the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Men
and Women and Lay Faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church.

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

With the approval of Pope Leo XIV, the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith has
published a Doctrinal Note entitled Mother of the Faithful People (Mater Populi fidelis),
declaring that it is not theologically appropriate to address Blessed Virgin Mary as
‘co-redemptrix’. and titles such as *Mother of Graces™ and “Mediatrix™ must be used
prudently. You would have noticed some misleading discussions and interpretations
happening on social media, suggesting that this represents a step back from the honour
previously given by the Catholic Church to Mary or as an acceptance of Protestant ideas.

We should keep in mind that the Church’s fundamental teachings about the Blessed
Virgin Mary remain unchanged. The Church officially proclaimed four dogmas about
Mary: she is the Mother of God, ever-virgin, immaculate, and her assumption into
heaven. The Church continues to proclaim these four doctrinal truths without alteration.
Al the same time, the Doctrinal Note aims to correct theological misunderstandings that
have arisen from certain terms used to describe Mother Mary. By giving birth to the
incarnated Son of God, she becomes our mother too. The heart of this document is a call
to remain with her spiritual motherhood.

Together with this, the Note directs us to avoid certain titles that can cause confusion.
The most important instruction is to refrain from using the term ‘co-redemptrix’. It is not
right to interpret this as a new direction. The Church has never declared and taught
officially that Mary is co-redemptrix. It is true that some Marian devotees have used the
title out of their love for the Holy Mother. The Note points out that the term can lead to
certain theological errors. Saying “Mary 1s a co-redemptrix™ might suggest that Christ’s
salvific work is incomplete without her assistance. Or, it may lead to the
misunderstanding that salvation is possible only through a joint effort of Jesus and Mary.
Such ideas would diminish the unique and supreme role of Christ in humanity’s
salvation; therefore, the document recommends avoiding this expression. The new
document does not deny Mary’s essential role in God’s plan of salvation. She freely gave
herself to the divine will and willingly prepared to become the mother of Jesus. The
document makes a clear distinction between Mary’s cooperation in the work of salvation
and what is implied in the title ‘co-redemptrix’. The dignity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
is that she collaborated freely in the plan of salvation through her faith and obedience.

Syro-Malabar Mount 5t. Thomas, P.B. No. 3110, Kakkanad P.0., Email: majorarchbishop@gmail.com
Major Archiepiscopal Curia Kochi - 682030, Kerala, India | Tel: 0484-2428271 Website: www.syromalabarchurch.in
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Likewise, the Note points out that when Mary is called *Mother of Graces’, this can give
the impression that all graces originate from her. The source of all graces is God alone. It
is through the sacraments in the Church that the Son of God bestows every grace. To
preserve the integrity of this mystery, the document advises avoiding the phrase *Mother
of Graces’.

The usage of the title mediatrix also requires careful consideration. There is no doubt that
Mary intercedes for us before God. It is quite different to say that *Mary can intercede
for us’ and that she is mediatrix, and this theological difference is clarified by this Note.
Christ is the sole mediator between God and humanity. The Church teaches that Mary's
intercession should not be presented as equal to Christ’s unique mediatorship. The
document underlined the fact that Christ alone is the ‘One and the only mediator’
between God and humanity. because he is both fully divine and fully human. The phrase
*Jesus, the unique mediator’ means that no one else can stand in the middle between God
and humanity, but Jesus alone. Without this clarification, referring to Mary simply as
mediatrix, leads to misunderstandings. In short, the document’s purpose is to emphasize
the unparalleled uniqueness of Christ’s mediatorship, while preserving the Church’s
traditional devotion to Mary and giving it the correct direction.

The Blessed Virgin Mary is worthy of the highest honour in the Church (hyperdulia).
She had the faith and courage to follow Christ even to the foot of the Cross. Before his
death, Jesus gave her to all believers as their mother (John 19:27). As the Mother and
symbol of the Church, Mary’s life is a model and inspiration for all the faithful. If she
were received into heaven with her body, then the whole Church that imitates her is
likewise entitled to enter heaven. Devotion to the Blessed Mother expressed through the
rosary, novenas, scapular devotion, and other prayers remains in the Catholic Church
without any change. I invite everybody to be vigilant against the vested interests and the
false teachings of those who misinterpret this document, which defines with clarity the
role of Jesus and the Blessed Mother Mary in the plan of salvation.

May God bless you abundantly through the intercession of Mother Mary!

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad,
on the 8" day of November, in the year of our Lord 2025.

=t

*k Raphael Thattil

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

This circular shall be read in all the parish churches, institutions, religious houses, formation
centres and the major seminaries of the Syro-Malabar Church during the Holy Qurbana on
Sunday, 09 November 2025 or on the following Sunday.
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St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

372 S. Prairie Ave.

Elmhurst, Illinois 60126-4020

Phone: 630-279-1386/630-279-1383 Fax: 630-279-1479
Email: bishop@syromail.com / www.stthomasdiocese.org

Circular 007/2025 November 07, 2025

National Vocations Awareness Month

Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and Parishioners,

As we enter this “Month of Vocations,” let us remember to pray especially for all
of our young people to respond generously to God’s call to holiness. Let us also pray for
all our priests, religious, and married men and women to be strengthened in their own
vocations.

As we pray and encourage our next generation in following the Lord’s call to holiness,
let us also remember to “think with the Church.” We must remember that the Church
needs and begs us to safeguard and share the beauty of our particular Syro-Malabar
Church for the good of the entire Catholic Church. This is part of our call in “the Great
Commission” of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit strengthen us to remain
faithful to our particular Syro-Malabar Catholic Church. May the Holy Spirit
strengthen our young people to desire and respond to service in the Church as the
Church desires them.

I humbly request our pastors, DREs, parish councils, and all our parishioners to work
creatively and collaboratively to engage this beautiful opportunity of Vocations Month
2025. An encouragement may be to study or pray with the “Decree to Eastern Catholic
Churches” found on the Vatican website.

As part of the Jubilee Year, all Malayalee priests working in America are gathering next
week in Coral Springs Church, Florida. Please pray for all of our priests and religious
serving in our eparchy. Please pray for and support our ten seminarians currently
studying for our eparchy, especially the three deacons that will be ordained next year.
May God bless you all abundantly and I thank you for your zea'l to preserve your identity
for the good of the whole Church.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+d=~(f’ﬂ»ﬁ‘

+Mar Joy Alappatt
Bishop, St. Thomas Syro Malabar Eparchy of Chicago

Please read this circular in our Parishes and Missions during the Holy Qurbana on the next
Sunday, November 09, 2025.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LGP SN VIS

Homily on Matthew 12:1-13 by Fr. Abraham Mutholath on November 9,2025
in Houston.

St. Thomas Koodarayogam will be held on next Saturday, November 15th at
7:30 P.M. at the house of Chatterji and Bindu Aickareth.

St. Pius X Koodarayogam will be held on coming Sunday, November 16th at
5:00 P.M. at the house of Luke and Meenu Kizhakkekuttu.

Holy Family Koodarayogam will be held on coming Sunday, November 16th at
7:00 P.M. at the house of Mathew and Beena Villoothara.

Those who have not given Annual Contribution for 2025, please give ASAP.

Next Zoom class for Baptism Preparation will be held on Thursday, November

13, at 8:30 P.M. Access code is 345 34:5 1911.
Picture Day for grades KG to 4 will be next Sunday, November 16.
Dei Verbum Bible quiz preliminary round will be on November 22nd. All

students from grade 4 and above are required to participate. The registration
information was shared in the class and church WhatsApp groups.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhhQDZUq9OI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhhQDZUq9OI
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Thomas George, s/0 George and Gracy Ozhukayil from this pansh
with Vimal Mariya Shaji d/o Shaji and Shyla Pulickiel from St.
Mary’s Knanaya Catholic Church Koodalloor to be held on January
15,2026. (Third Bann)

Jerin s/o Jacob and Beena Kizhakkekattil from this parish with
Naveena d/o Jose and Sheeja Manjankal from this parish to be held
on January 11,2026. (Third Bann)

Mathew S/o0 Jose and Shiney Kandarappallil from St. Mary’s
Knanaya Catholic Parish, Chicago with Niveena d/o Jose and Sheeja
Manjankal from this parish to be held on January 18, 2026. (Third
Bann)

Jerald Joji Lukose S/o Joji and Beena Vadasserimattom from St.
Stephen’s Knanaya Catholic Church, Orlando with Reya Jijy
Abraham, D/o Jijy and Gigimol Vilayil from this parish to be held on
January 8,2026. (Third Bann)

Chibu Kurian Jose, son of Jose and Jeesamol Panathottathil with
Chinnu George d/o George and Tessy Kochorappankal both from
this parish to be held on January 3,2026. (Second Bann)

Joshua Binny, s/o0 Binny and Reena Valiaparambil from St. Mary’s

Knanaya Catholic Church, San Jose with Jeffy Simon D/o Simonand |
Lincy Nedumcackal from this parish to be held on January 5, 2026.

(First Bann)
g
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JOINUS
FOR AMGH.TOF ENGLIS{I;L

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord,

to sing praises to your name, O most high.” & f
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MPORTANT DATES

NOVEMBER 2025

NOV 21 FRI: FEASTS OF THE ENTRANCE OF SAINT
THOMAS THE APOSTLE TO INDIA AND THE
PRESENTATION OF THE VIRGIN MARY

NOV 23 SUN: FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING

NOV 29 SAT: FEAST OF SAINT ANDREW, THE APOSTLE

DECEMBER 2025

DEC 3 WED: FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER

DEC 7 SUN: FEAST OF SAINT AMBROSE

DEC 8 MON: FEAST OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
OUR LADY

DEC 14 SUN: FEAST OF SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS
DEC 18 THU: FEAST OF THE MIRACULOUS CROSS AT
MYLAPORE

DEC 25 THU: CHRISTMAS - THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
DEC 26 FRI: FEAST OF SAINT STEPHEN

DEC 27 SAT: FEAST OF SAINT JOHN, THE APOSTLE
DEC 28 SUN: HOLY CHILDHOOD DAY (THE INFANTS’
DAY)
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" CATECHISM CORNER

'UPDATE 25

SAINT OF THE
WEEK

SAINT ALBERT THE
GREAT: NOVEMBER 15

PATRONAGE:
SCIENTISTS,
PHILOSOPHERS,
NATURAL SCIENCES

BIBLE PASSAGE

' VERSE OF | .
THE WEEK i NUMBERS 9:15-

18 |
"JOB 9:4
HE IS WISE IN HEART,  ISAIAH 54:1-10

AND MIGHTY IN -~ | * HEBREWS 9:5-

STRENGTH —WHO HAS Tt 15

HARDENED HIMSELF | ¢ JOHN 2:13-22
AGAINST HIM, AND

SUCCEEDED?
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI: 9:00 AM (MAL)
7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY: 9:30 AM (MAL)
SUNDAY: 7:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)

9:30 AM (ENG)
11:30 AM (MAL)

CATECHISM
SUNDAY: 10:30AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI: 6:00 PM -6:45 PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA)

TUESDAY: ST.ANTONY
THURSDAY: ST.JUDE

FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
SATURDAY: B.V. MARY

ADORATION

MON - FRI: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
SATURDAY: 8:30 AM-9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS

@2 eI1J 6UD (B @
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CONTACT INFORMATION

|

VICAR / PASTOR: ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254 FR.JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL:
224-775-8039

TRUSTEES:

PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
JASSIM THAYILPUTHENPURAYIL i
BIBY THEKKANATT: 248-974-5100 | =
713-498-0604
OFFICE SECRETARY:
BABU PARAYAMKALAYIL: 832-971-0924
SR. REJI SJC: 832-679-3702
GEORGE POOVAPADATH:  281-912-4150 .
SHAJUMON MUKALEL: 832-497-6656 : i
ALVIN MUKALEL: 346-702-9498 |
JAMES EDUKUTHARYIL: ~ 847-897-8028 .
FACILITY MANAGEMENT: JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL: i
SIMON ELLANKIYIL: 281-499-5573 201-270-9360 | =
BIBY THEKKANATT: 248-974-5100 PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIALBOARD: |~
THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA: ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL

786-216-2938 ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
MATHEW THEKKETHIL: 832-661-6305 ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

Send Money with Zelle®

e KNANAYA CATHOLIC MISSION HOUSTON

FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
STMARYTRUSTEE @ GMAIL.COM
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PROSPEROUS
THERAPY

Dr. Elizabeth Nellamattathil
PhD, LPC-TX, LCPC-IL

Offering telehealth therapy for
adults in lllinois and Texas.

* Individual Therapy

* Couples Therapy

* Anxiety & Stress Management
* Depression & Mood Concerns
* Self-Esteem & Confidence

* Life Transitions

* Family Concerns

* |dentity Exploration

* Interpersonal Functioning

* And more...

[ Coract Us

(©) 972-433-7211
©) info@prosperoustherapy.com
ProsperousTherapy.com

LOVELY S.

ELLANKIYIL

MSN, CMSRN
AGENT

TEXAS LICENSE #1429226

(281) 682-8799
ELLANKIYIL2004@YAHOO.COM

LiFE INSURANCE / ANNUITY / MEDICARE /| OBAMACARE

UNDER 65 HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS.
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LET'S CONNECT

WELCOME TO

AJITHA TOSE KANI]ARAPPALLI(!?_)
REALTOR™

Cell: 832-612-6733

| treat my clients as
I woul to be treated!

RERALTY

4502 Riverstone Blvd,
#1404 Missouri City,
TX 77459

y
&

“we lVlake 't Happen”

If anyone would like to post Obituary, Wedding anniversary, Jubilee, Business ad %

etc. please contact PRO. =
Any request will be subject to review ‘{j’

Small fee may be charged that will go to charity via church account.




