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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
DENHA: THE DAWN OF DIVINE REVELATION AND BAPTISMAL RENEWAL

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The Holy Church now invites us to enter the sacred Season of Epiphany (Denha), a season
rich in theology, tradition, and spiritual renewal. The Syriac word Denha beautifully conveys
meanings such as dawn, manifestation, revelation, and epiphany. It is the season in which
Christ is revealed to the world, and the mystery of His divine identity shines forth with clarity
and power.

At the heart of Denha stands the Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, where the public
manifestation of Christ begins. As Jesus emerges from the waters, heaven opens, the Holy
Spirit descends, and the Father proclaims: “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased” (Mt 3:17). In this sacred moment, the Holy Trinity is revealed, and the mission of
Christ unfolds before the world.

In our cherished Kerala Christian tradition, this feast is celebrated with deep faith and
symbolic richness. In the northern regions, Denha is known as the Feast of Pindikuthi,
recalling the lighting of wicks around a plantain stem and the joyful proclamation “El Payya”— '
God is Light—honoring Christ, the Light of the World. In the southern regions, it is celebrated |
as Rakkuli, marked by the ritual bath taken on the eve of the feast, a profound remembrance 1

of the Baptism of the Lord. These practices were never mere customs, but powerful religious
expressions of faith handed down by our ancestors.

The readings of the Season of Epiphany lead us steadily into the public life of Jesus. We
contemplate His call of the apostles, His revelation as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world, the Fulfilment of the Law, the Bread of Life, and the Good and Merciful
Shepherd who seeks the lost and sends His apostles to those who have no shepherds.
Through these readings, the Church teaches us that salvation and forgiveness are found only
in Christ, the Son of God.

On the Fridays of this season, the Church commemorates saints who bore heroic witness to
Christ and His redemptive mysteries. We begin with St. John the Baptist, the forerunner who
recognized Christ even in the womb and testified to Him at the Jordan. In the following weeks,
we remember St. Peter and St. Paul, the Evangelists, St. Stephen, the Greek and Syriac
Fathers of the Church, and our parish patron. The season concludes with a solemn
remembrance of all the departed faithful, who await the Resurrection in hope.
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Another unique feature of this season is the Rogation of the Ninevites, the Three Days Fast
observed eighteen days before the Great Fast. This powerful penitential observance reminds
us that repentance opens the heart to God’s mercy and prepares us for deeper conversion.

Above all, the Season of Epiphany calls each of us to reflect seriously on our own Baptism—
the moment we became sons and daughters of God. It reminds us of the responsibilities we
accepted: to live as children of light, to bear witness to Christ, and to grow daily in holiness.

As we celebrate the Feast of Denha on January 6, a day of obligation and a major feast of our
Church, let us renew our baptismal commitment. May this season help us to know Jesus more
deeply, live in Him more faithfully, and witness to Him more courageously in our families,
parish, and society.

May Christ, the Light revealed to the nations, enlighten our hearts and guide our steps always.

With prayers and blessings,

Fr. Abraham Mutholath
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Proposed Programs for the
Celebration of Family Bonding Year — 2026

As part of the Celebration of Family Bonding Year — 2026, our parish plans to organize a series of spiritually
enriching and family-building programs. This list is a draft of proposed initiatives. All ministries, pious
associations, and departments of the parish are warmly invited to suggest similar ideas for consideration,
approval, and implementation.

Suggested Programs

1.Monthly Koodarayogam-wise Family Blessing and Renewal of Marriage Promises: Each month, families
from one Koodarayogam will be specially invited for a family blessing after Sunday Holy Qurbana. On this
occasion, married couples will renew their wedding promises, reaffirming their commitment to one another
before God.

2.Charity Offering for Mission and Family Support: Families coming for the family blessing will be |
encouraged to make a voluntary charity offering. These offerings will be used to support the construction of
a Holy Family Church in North East India and to assist families in need who will be praying for our families.

3.Sunday Talks on Family Bonding: On selected Sundays, after the 9:30 A.M. English Holy Qurbana, adults
will be invited to remain in the church for a 10-to-15-minute talk on family-related topics. These sessions
may include talks by priests, counselors, religious, or trained lay resource persons. It may also include short
testimonies by families on how faith, forgiveness, and prayer helped them overcome challenges.

4.Annual Parish Retreat on the Theme of Family Bonding: The annual parish retreat will focus on the theme
of Family Bonding, reflecting on forgiveness, prayer in the family, faithfulness in marriage, parenting with
faith, and healing wounded relationships through Christ.

5.Family-Centered Parish Feast and Cultural Programs: As we know, the sponsors of the main feast in 2026
are married people in the parish. The theme of the parish feast and its cultural celebrations will be Family
Bonding, highlighting Christian family values through skits, songs, testimonies, and intergenerational
performances.

6.Bible Study and Family Reflection: Families will be encouraged to read and reflect on the Holy Bible at
home using online resources such as https://bibleinterpretation.org/ and https://biblereflection.org/. During
family prayer, members may share what they learn about family relationships and Christian living from
Scripture.

7.Parents as First Teachers Program: Catechism department will organize workshops for parents to help
them recognize their role as the primary educators of faith, guiding children in Christian morals, responsible
use of digital media, and value-based decision-making.

8.Grandparents’ Day Celebration: A special day will be dedicated to honoring grandparents for their
important role in passing on faith, wisdom, and traditions, with prayers, blessings, and opportunities for
intergenerational interaction.

9.Family Conference and Special Parish Activities: Family Conferences will be conducted with Holy Qurbana,
talks, discussions, cultural activities, and a collective commitment to strengthen family life. One such
initiative is the Fun Cruise with Family Conference from June 4 to 8, 2026, from Galveston to Cozumel.

10.Family Prayer Cards: Family prayer cards in English and Malayalam will be distributed for daily prayer at

home, Koodarayogam gatherings, family meetings, Eucharistic adoration, and use in the church.

Through prayer, formation, celebration, and service, we hope that the Family Bonding Year — 2026 will renew
our families, deepen our faith, and strengthen our parish as a family of families



https://bibleinterpretation.org/
https://biblereflection.org/
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Family Bonding Year — 2026
“The family that prays together stays together.”
St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic Forane Parish, Houston
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FAMILY PRAYER

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Loving Father in Heaven, we thank You for the gift of our family. You have brought us
together in love. Help us to live in unity, patience, forgiveness, and faith. May our
home always be filled with Your peace.

Lord Jesus, You lived in the Holy Family of Nazareth. Be the center of our home. Teach
us to listen with love, to speak kindly, to forgive quickly, and to help one another with
joy. Bless married couples. Help them to be faithful to their wedding promises and to
grow in love every day.

Holy Spirit, fill our family with Your peace and wisdom. Help parents to be good
examples. Guide children to grow in good values and strong faith. Keep our hearts
close to truth, purity, and love.

When we face problems, pain, or suffering, give us patience and trust in God’s plan. We I
pray for the sick, the weak, and all who suffer in our family and in our community. _
Comfort them and heal them according to Your will. Give us kind hearts to care for 1

others. Help us to respect and support the elderly, the disabled, and those who feel
lonely or forgotten.

Loving God, guide our young people to discover their life’s calling. Lead them to
married life, priesthood, religious life, according to the way You choose for them. Help
us all to love and support the Church, to serve gladly, and to share with the poor and
those in need. Bless our priests, religious, and lay ministers who lovingly serve us.

Lord, bless our home. Protect us from harm, division, and sin. Help us to grow each
day in faith, hope, and love, so that our family may show Your goodness to others. We
entrust our family in the care of the Holy Family. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.
Amen.

Family Bonding Year — 2026
“The family that prays together stays together.”
St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic Forane Parish, Houston




JANUARY 06 2 ya smkchouston.org @2 219 U9 (33 @

ANGEL VOICE

UPCOMING EVENTS
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

on January 4, 2025.

e Today (Tuesday) is the feast of (Denha) Epiphany (Raakkuli Thirunal) and
important feast and a day of obligation. Please attend the Holy Qurbana on
Tuesday as we remember the baptism of Jesus.

o Death anniversary of Mar Alexander Choolaparambil is this Thursday.

» We will have a meeting of parents of First Communion students on coming
Saturday after 9:30 A.M. Qurbana.

e Syro-Malankara Qurbana will be held on this Saturday at 11:00 A.M.
o Catechism classes will resume next Sunday, January 11th.

e Congratulations to St. Antony’s Koodarayogam, the first-place winner of our '

Christmas Caroling season. The following is the amount received so far: |
o ST ANTONY - $ 9,000 1

ST XAVIERS - § 8,111

ST STEPHEN - $ 6,425

HOLY FAMILY - $ 6,275

SACRED HEART - § 6,271

ST THERESA - $ 3,850

ST MICHAELS - $ 3,835

ST THOMAS - § 3,550

STPIUSX - $1,901

ST ANNE’S - $ 1,355

ST GEORGE - $ 1,310

ST CHRISTOPHER - $ 1,201

ST JUDE - $ 750

ST ALPHONSA - $ 550

TOTAL - § 54,384

0O O 0O O 0O 0O 00O o0 00O 0O o o



https://youtu.be/-MGfHCZ9AIQ
https://youtu.be/-MGfHCZ9AIQ
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o As part of the Celebration of Family Bonding Year — 2026, each month,
families from one Koodarayogam will be specially invited for a family blessing
after Sunday Holy Qurbana. On this occasion, married couples will renew their
wedding promises, reaffirming their commitment to one another before God.

o Sacred Heart Koodarayogam will be doing this on Sunday January 25th after
each Qurbana.

o Families coming for the family blessing will be encouraged to make a charity
offering. These offerings will be used to support the construction of a Holy
Family Church in North East India and to assist families in need who will be
praying for our families.

o Family prayer cards in English and Malayalam will be distributed for daily
prayer.

At the request of some of our girls, the parish council decided to allow girls also
as altar servers as done in some other parishes. The parents of those who like
can give their names at the reception desk. They will be trained and their
uniform liturgical dress has to be ordered and brought from Kerala. 1

o Ifanyone is interested to join trip from Delhi via Guwahati, Shillong,
Arunachal Pradesh and Calcutta from March 1 — 11,2026, this is the last
chance to join. We will participate in the blessing of four churches and a school
sponsored by our parishioners and parish. More people are welcome to donate
for the St. Mary’s Church in the Diocese of Miao sponsored by our parish. You
can donate in the charity box at St. Mary’s statue or give at the reception
counter. We need some more sponsors for that.

e We are arranging a fun ship cruise with family conference as part of our
Family Bonding Year observance in 2026. The cruise is from Galveston to
Cozumel from June 4 to 8,2026 (Thursday to Monday). Please contact the
travel agent Mr. Michael for details and reservation.

o Every Friday we have adoration in the chapel and inside the church from 9:00
A.M. to 9:00 P.M. Appreciate those who are active in that. More people are
welcome.




JANUARY 06 2 %ﬁ smkchouston.org @2 219 U9 (33 @
/ ' ANGEL VOICE

PBN" | UPCOMING EVENTS
N ' AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

KOODARAYOGAM ASSIGNMENTS
for Cleaning, Reading, Family Blessing etc

January - Sacred Heart
February - St. Pius X

March - St. Jude

April - St. Thomas

May- St. Ann & St. Christopher
June - St. Michael

July - St. Xavier

August - St. Theresa
September - Holy Family
October - St. Alphonsa & St. George
November - St.Stephen
December - St. Antony
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WEDDING BANNS

e Benson George, S/o George and Somy Mulayanikunnel from St.
Augustine’s Knanaya Catholic Church, Karimkunnam with Manisha
Maria Kunnacherry, D/o Martin and Mini Kunnacherry from this
parish to be held on February 14, 2026. (Third Bann)

e Fijin Mathew Philip, son of Philip and Reji Kambakalumkal from
this parish with Anitta Benny d/o Benny and Laila Polackal from St.
Thomas 0ld Church, Punnathura to be held on February 15™. (First
Bann)
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New Trustees: (from left to right) Niidhin Vattamattathil (Youth) , Saji
James Vadakekara, Sabu Karukaparambil




JANUARY 06 2026 Smkchouston.org . @2 £I12 6UD (B3] @
ANGEL VOICE

SNAPSHOTS




JANUARY 06 2026 Smkchouston.org . @2 £I12 6UD (B3] @
ANGEL VOICE

SNAPSHOTS




JANUARY 06 2026 Smkchouston.org . @2 £I12 6UD (B3] @

ANGEL VOICE

SNAPSHOTS

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. ANTONY'S
KOODARAYOGAM, THE FIRST-PLACE WINNER OF
OUR CHRISTMAS CAROLING SEASON.
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CRUISE & FAMILY
CONFERENCE 7

W

ANGEL VOICE

Houston, Dallas & San Antonio

Knanaya Catholic Parishes W qzz.i "
invite you for a n
;.;1 y

FUN CRUISE along with a b
FAMILY CONFERENCE |

June 04, 2026- June 08, 2026

Amenities just for you: M .
e Special Fun programs for children and / m

youth
« Daily Holy mass in an assigned place $593/PERSON FOR 4
e $50 onboard credit
e Discount for early registration PEOPLE IN AROOM
s Limited seats due to high season Kot imluded Gratuities WiiE and Alcohblic
» 1 hour cocktail party beverage

For more information and booking contact: Michael: +1 540 609 8810
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Glorid

“‘ Global Tours Pvt. Ltd.

¥ = JINDIA

A

Mkﬂf'o

Sponsored by St. Mary’s Knanaya Catholic Parish, Houston
For the blessing of churches and school sponsored by the parishioners.

! 4 Assam, eghalaya, Arunachal
"~ Pradesh, West Bengal (Calcutta)

Don Bosco Museum, Shillong
Peak, Cherrapuniji (Sohra)
Mawkdok Valley Viewpoint
Living Root Bridge
Umngot River
Kolkata Victoria Memorial
Howrah Bridge & Hooghly River
Mother Teresa’s House
and many more..
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lIMPORTANT DATES

JANUARY 2026

JAN 6 SAT: THE FEAST OF DENHA

JAN 9 FRI: ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

JAN 14 WED: FEAST OF ST. DEVASAHAYAM PILLAI
JAN 16 FRI: FEAST OF ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL, THE
APOSTLES

JAN 18 SUN: UNITY OCTAVE BEGINS

JAN 20 TUE: FEAST OF ST. SEBASTIAN

JAN 24 SAT: FEAT OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

JAN 25 SUN: UNITY OCTAVE ENDS

JAN 25 SUN: THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL

;




JANUARY 06 2026 Smkchouston.org @2 £I12 6UD () @

ANGEL VOICE

—" CATECHISM CORNER

UPDATES\H

CLASSES RESUME ON JANUARY 11 AFTER WINTER BREAK

SAINT OF THE f 2z S
WEEK N ",

Qﬁﬁﬁ?#ﬁ@@#?ﬂl
YU\
el

ST. RAYMOND OF
PENAFORT
JANUARY 7

1I
A% \

PATRONAGE:
LAWYERS, R ;
PARTICULARLY CANON SN\,
LAWYERS AND CIVIL LS

. * BIBLE PASSAGE

VERSE OF
THE WEEK

EXODUS 3:9-16
SIRACH 18:1-14
REVELATIONS 1:4-8
JOHN 8:21-30

PSALM 124:8

“OUR HELP IS IN THE NAME
OF THE LORD, WHO MADE
HEAVEN AND EARTH.”
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

|

QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI: 9:00 AM (MAL)
7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY: 9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY: 7:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)
9:30 AM (ENG)
11:30 AM (MAL)

CATECHISM
SUNDAY: 10:30 AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI: 6:00PM -6:45PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA)

TUESDAY: ST.ANTONY
THURSDAY: ST.JUDE
FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
SATURDAY: B.V. MARY

ADORATION

MON - FRI: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
SATURDAY: 8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS
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VICAR / PASTOR:
FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

TRUSTEES:

SAJI MARANGATTIL

SABU KARUKAPARAMBIL
JAMES VADAKEKARA
NIDHIN VATTAMATTATHIL

832-428-6303

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
SIMON ELLANKIYIL: 281-499-5573
BIBY THEKKANATT: 248-974-5100
THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA:
786-216-2938

MATHEW THEKKETHIL: 832-661-6305

FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
STMARYTRUSTEE @ GMAIL.COM

smkchouston.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

@2 £I12 6UD (B3] @
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
FR.JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL:
224-775-8039
PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
BIBY THEKKANATT:
OFFICE SECRETARY:
SR. REJI SJC:
PRO:
ALVIN MUKALEL:
DRE:
JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL:
201-270-9360
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:
ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL
ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

248-974-5100
832-679-3702

346-702-9498

Send Money with Zelle® ‘

KNANAYA CATHOLIC MISSION HOUSTON
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HOUSTON 2p1WISIWINS
= R amolwym

MIEBRS6S _

| Wj0o
- 0lwodnd
Ll — ! -f
D L-n'“" I §2° RESIDENTIAL~> commmaf- RRER AW

TOM VIRIPPAN ma, ma, MEd, Type 9/ Type 75

CERTIFIED INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST (CIPS)

Buy . Sell . Lease . Home b lENNA @W

v SatisfactoryNew &OIld P& a v 7 4 21 0™
Home Negotiations { G fog @ i X TOP

v Financial Support Y Vi SELLER
Towards Closing Cost | AWARDS

o Y
TV INTERNATIONAL REALTY LLC 3 ‘ = 832 -462-4596

Email: tomvirippan99@gmail.com
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PROSPEROUS
THERAPY

Dr. Elizabeth Nellamattathil
PhD, LPC-TX, LCPC-IL

Offering telehealth therapy for
adults in lllinois and Texas.

* Individual Therapy

* Couples Therapy

* Anxiety & Stress Management
* Depression & Mood Concerns
* Self-Esteem & Confidence

* Life Transitions

* Family Concerns

* |dentity Exploration

* Interpersonal Functioning

* And more...

[ Coract Us

(©) 972-433-7211
©) info@prosperoustherapy.com
@) ProsperousTherapy.com

LOVELY S.

ELLANKIYIL
MSN, CMSRN
AGENT

TEXAS LICENSE #1429226

(281) 682-8799
ELLANKIYIL2004@YAHOO.COM

LiFE INSURANCE / ANNUITY / MEDICARE /| OBAMACARE

UNDER 65 HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS.
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ﬁ LET'S CONNECT

'WELCOME TO

AJITHA TOSE KANDARAPPALL!%,
REALTOR™

Cell: 832-612-6733

RERALTY

4502 Riverstone Blvd,
#1404 Missouri City,

“we l/lake 't Happen”

If anyone would like to post Obituary, Wedding anniversary, Jubilee, Business ad
etc. please contact PRO.
Any request will be subject to review

Small fee may be charged that will go to charity via church account.



