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ANGEL VOICE

Sunday,  January 25,  2025 

Third Sunday of Epiphany

G e n  2 9 : 1 - 1 4  J a c o b  b e s i d e  t h e
w e l l  o f  L a b a n
2  K i n g s  1 7 :  2 4 - 2 8  T h e  o r i g i n  o f
t h e  S a m a r i t a n s
H e b  6 : 1 - 1 2  Y o u  h a v e  t h i n g s  t h a t
b e l o n g  t o  s a l v a t i o n
J n  4 : 1 - 2 6  J e s u s  i s  t h e  p r o m i s e d
M e s s i a h



PASTOR’S MESSAGE

THREE DAYS OF FASTING:
A CALL TO REPENTANCE WITH JONAH AND NINEVEH

Dearly beloved in Christ,

As a parish community, we are entering into a three-day fast observance beginning Monday
next week. This sacred time of prayer, fasting, and repentance invites us to journey spiritually
with the people of Nineveh and the Prophet Jonah, whose story powerfully reveals the depth
of God’s mercy and the transforming power of sincere repentance.

Nineveh was the great capital of the Assyrian Empire, a city known not only for its wealth and
power but also for its violence and cruelty. For the people of Israel, Nineveh symbolized
oppression and suffering, especially because the Assyrians destroyed Samaria and led many
Israelites into exile. Humanly speaking, Nineveh seemed undeserving of mercy. Yet God’s ways
are not confined by human judgments.

When God commanded Jonah to preach repentance to Nineveh, he resisted. His reluctance
was rooted in fear, wounded history, and prejudice. Jonah knew that God was “gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and rich in kindness” (Jon 4:2), and he did not want his enemies to be
forgiven. This inner struggle of Jonah mirrors our own struggles when God asks us to forgive,
to reconcile, or to pray for those who have hurt us.

After Jonah’s flight and his time of repentance in the belly of the great fish, he finally obeyed
God’s call. His message was simple and urgent: “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown” (Jon 3:4). What followed was extraordinary. The people of Nineveh believed God.
They proclaimed a fast, wore sackcloth, humbled themselves, and turned away from their evil
ways. Even the king stepped down from his throne in repentance. Seeing their sincere
conversion, God showed mercy and spared the city.

This three-day fast draws its inspiration from that very moment in salvation history. It
reminds us of several profound spiritual truths. First, God’s mercy is universal. No one is
beyond the reach of His compassion. As the Church teaches, God’s saving will is meant for all
peoples (cf. CCC 851). Second, true repentance has the power to change our destiny. When
hearts turn back to God with humility, judgment gives way to mercy. Third, God calls us to
overcome prejudice. Like Jonah, we may resist God’s work in others, but Christ calls us to love
even our enemies and to pray for those who persecute us (Mt 5:44). Finally, God’s will cannot
be escaped. Even our failures and detours can become paths of grace when we return to Him
with trust.
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During these three days of fasting, let us look honestly into our own hearts. Are there sins we
need to repent of? Are there people we have refused to forgive? Are there situations where
we have resisted God’s call to conversion, reconciliation, or charity? Like Nineveh, let us
humble ourselves before the Lord with prayer, fasting, and works of mercy.

May this fast not be merely an external observance, but a true interior renewal. May the God
who forgave Nineveh also renew our families, our parish, and each one of us, granting us
hearts that are humble, merciful, and obedient to His will.

With prayers and blessings,
Fr. Abraham Mutholath
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Holy Childhood will be initiating a Bible Study for students in the 3rd and 4th
grades. The first class will be next Thursday, 1/29, and will be every other
Thursday from 8:30 to 9:00 PM via the Zoom .We invite parents to support
and encourage their children’s participation in this online Bible study.

In person meeting of parents of children preparing for Solemn Reception of
Holy Communion will be held on this Friday, 1/23, after the 7:00 P.M.
Qurbana.

As part of the Celebration of Family Bonding Year – 2026, each month,
families from one Koodarayogam will be specially invited for a family blessing
after Sunday Holy Qurbana. On this occasion, married couples will renew their
wedding promises, reaffirming their commitment to one another before God. 

Sacred Heart Koodarayogam will be doing this on Sunday January 25th after
each Qurbana.

Families coming for the family blessing will be encouraged to make a charity
offering. These offerings will be used to support the construction of a Holy
Family Church in North East India and to assist families in need who will be
praying for our families. 

Family prayer cards in English and Malayalam will be distributed for daily
prayer. 

All fourth graders of this year must have their Solemn Reception of Holy
Communion this year and must attend special classes for that on Saturdays.
This is also considering the good of our children. Each child is unique. Birthday
celebration of children are not done combined but on time. It is not pastorally
right to prolong the privilege of children to receive Holy Eucharist by waiting
for the younger ones for banquet. So also is baptism of children.

Homily on Mark 3:7-19 by Fr. Abraham Mutholath in Houston on January 18,
2026.
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Fijin Mathew Philip, son of Philip and Reji Kambakalumkal from
this parish with Anitta Benny d/o Benny and Laila Polackal from St.
Thomas Old Church, Punnathura to be held on February 15 .  (Third
Bann)

th
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Snapshots

Seniors preparing food for Sunday
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January 2026
jan 20 tue: feast of St. Sebastian
jan 24 sat: feat of St. Francis de Sales
jan 25 sun: Unity Octave Ends 
jan 25 sun: The Conversion of Saint Paul

February 2026
Feb 2 Mon: The Presentation of Our Lord in the
Temple
Feb 4 Wed: Feast of Saint John Britto
Feb 6 Fri: Feasts of The Syriac Fathers
Feb 11 Wed: Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes (Day of
the sick)
Feb 16 Mon: Lent begins. Day of Fasting
Feb 23 Mon: Feast of Saint Polycarp
Feb 25 Wed: Feast of Blessed Martyr Rani Maria
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G E N I S I S  2 9 : 1 - 1 4
2  K I N G S  1 7 :  2 4 - 2 8
H E B R E W S  6 : 1 - 1 2
J O H N  4 : 1 - 2 6

S T .  A G N E S
 J A N U A R Y  2 1

P A T R O N A G E :  
Y O U N G  G I R L S ,  V I R G I N S ,

C H A S T I T Y ,  E N G A G E D
C O U P L E S ,  A N D  V I C T I M S
O F  S E X U A L  A S S A U L T  O R

A B U S E

E C C L E S I A S T E S  9 : 7
“ G O ,  E A T  Y O U R  F O O D  W I T H
G L A D N E S S ,  A N D  D R I N K  Y O U R
W I N E  W I T H  A  J O Y F U L  H E A R T ,
F O R  G O D  H A S  A L R E A D Y
A P P R O V E D  W H A T  Y O U  D O . ”

UPDATES
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https://dailyverses.net/ecclesiastes/9/7
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QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI:      9:00 AM (MAL)
                                 7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY:    9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY :          7:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)
                                  9:30 AM (ENG)
                                  11:30 AM (MAL)

CATECHISM

SUNDAY:         10:30 AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI:      6:00 PM -6:45 PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

 

Weekly Schedule

NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA) 

 TUESDAY:  ST. ANTONY
 THURSDAY:  ST. JUDE

FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
 SATURDAY:  B.V. MARY 

ADORATION
MON - FRI:  6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

SATURDAY:  8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS                                     
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
 FR. JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL: 
                                                                224-775-8039
PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
  BIBY THEKKANATT:              248-974-5100 
OFFICE SECRETARY:
  SR. REJI SJC:                               832-679-3702
PRO:
  ALVIN MUKALEL:                    346-702-9498
D﻿RE:
  JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL: 
                                                               201-270-9360 
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:
  ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL
  ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
  ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

smkchouston.org

FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
STMARYTRUSTEE@GMAIL.COM

contact information

VICAR / PASTOR:
  FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

 TRUSTEES:
  SAJI MARANGATTIL                  832-428-6303
  SABU KARUKAPARAMBIL
                                                        
  JAMES VADAKEKARA
  NIDHIN VATTAMATTATHIL

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
   SIMON ELLANKIYIL:                  281-499-5573
   BIBY THEKKANATT:                 248-974-5100
   THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA:
                                                                 786-216-2938
   MATHEW THEKKETHIL:         832-661-6305
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S T A R T I N G  J U L Y
D I S P L A Y  0 1 / 1 2  
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If anyone would like to post Obituary, Wedding anniversary, Jubilee, Business ad
etc. please contact PRO. 
Any request will be subject to review

Small fee may be charged that will go to charity via church account.


