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ANGEL VOICE

Sunday,  June 21,  2026
 F i f t h  S u n d a y  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s

E x  7 : 1 - 6  M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n
b e f o r e  P h a r a o h
J e r  1 1 : 1 8 - 2 3  C o n s p i r a c y
a g a i n s t  J e r e m i a h
2  C o r  4 : 7 - 1 8  T h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f
t h e  A p o s t l e  i n  C h r i s t
M t  1 0 : 1 6 - 3 3  D o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d
t o  b e a r  w i t n e s s



DO NOT BE AFRAID: BEARING WITNESS THROUGH SUFFERING

My dear parishioners,
The Word of God this Sunday (June 21) gives us a powerful message of courage, faith, and
perseverance. St. Paul reminds us that we carry the treasure of Christ in “earthen vessels” (2 Cor
4:7). We are weak, fragile, and limited, yet God places within us the great treasure of faith, grace,
and the Gospel. Our strength does not come from ourselves, but from the power of God working
through us.

St. Paul speaks from his own experience as an apostle. He was afflicted, perplexed, persecuted,
and struck down, yet he was not crushed, abandoned, or destroyed. His suffering did not defeat
him because he lived in union with Christ. He carried in his body the suffering of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus might also be revealed in him (2 Cor 4:10). For Paul, suffering was not
meaningless. When accepted with faith, suffering became a way to witness to Christ.

In the Gospel, Jesus prepares His disciples for the challenges of their mission. He says, “Behold, I
am sending you like sheep in the midst of wolves” (Mt 10:16). He does not promise an easy path.
He tells them that they may face rejection, opposition, misunderstanding, and persecution. Yet
three times He says, “Do not be afraid” (Mt 10:26, 28, 31). The disciple of Christ must expect
difficulties, but must never lose courage.

This message is very relevant to our life today. In our families, we may experience tension,
misunderstanding, sickness, financial struggles, or emotional pain. Sometimes, those who try to
live faithfully may feel unappreciated or rejected. The Word of God invites us not to give up. A
Christian family becomes strong not because it has no problems, but because it faces problems
with prayer, forgiveness, sacrifice, and trust in God. When parents patiently guide their children
in faith, when spouses forgive each other, and when family members remain united in prayer,
they bear witness to Christ.

In our parish life also, we are called to bear witness. A parish is not only a place where we come
for worship; it is a family of faith where we support one another, serve together, and build up the
Body of Christ. At times, parish ministry may involve sacrifice, criticism, misunderstanding, or
fatigue. Volunteers, teachers, leaders, and ministers may not always receive appreciation. Yet
our service is not for human praise. It is for Christ and His Church. Like St. Paul, we must
remember that God works through our weakness and makes our humble service fruitful.

In the workplace, Christians are called to be witnesses of truth, honesty, justice, and kindness. It
is not always easy to live our faith in professional life. There may be pressure to compromise
values, remain silent before injustice, or act selfishly for personal gain. Jesus tells us not to be
afraid. A faithful Christian worker bears witness by integrity, respect for others, hard work,
fairness, and courage to do what is right.
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In the wider community, we are called to be the light of Christ. We live in a world where faith is
often challenged, moral values are questioned, and selfishness can easily take the place of
compassion. Jesus does not ask us to hide our faith. He says, “Everyone who acknowledges me
before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father” (Mt 10:32). We bear witness not
only by words, but also by our attitude, conduct, generosity, and concern for the poor, the
suffering, and the neglected.

The readings also teach us to look beyond present suffering. St. Paul says, “This momentary light
affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Cor 4:17). Our
struggles are real, but they are not the final word. Pain, sickness, rejection, and hardship will
pass, but the glory God prepares for His faithful people will remain forever. Therefore, we must
not fix our eyes only on what is visible and temporary, but on what is invisible and eternal. My
dear brothers and sisters, let us not be discouraged by the trials of life. We may be weak like
earthen vessels, but we carry within us the treasure of Christ. We may face opposition, but we
are not alone. We may suffer, but the life of Jesus is at work in us. Let us bear witness to Christ
courageously in our homes, in our parish, in our workplaces, and in our community.

May the Lord give us the courage to live our faith without fear, the patience to endure suffering
with hope, and the grace to become faithful witnesses of Christ in today’s world.

“Do not be afraid.” The Lord who calls us also strengthens us.

Fr. Abraham Mutholath
Pastor
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Friday, 6/19, we will have English Qurbana and Adoration in English as usual
starting at 7:00 P.M. Please assure that all our youth, teens and children
attend this.

Bishop Mar Augustine Madathikunnel (Manathavady), Bishop of Khandwa
Diocese, Madhya Pradesh in India along with Fr. Biju Thiruthanathil from the
same diocese will be offering Holy Qurbana next Saturday at 9:30 A.M.

There is a request to start Malayalam class for children of all ages. Those who
would like to join their children, please sign up at the reception counter
before next Sunday. Registration fee for each child will be $20 that will be
used for the expense for the course. We also need teachers for that. Those who
can volunteer, please sign up at the reception desk. Classes will start on
Sunday June 28th after English Qurbana. When we start the Catechism
classes, we will continue on Saturday mornings.

Update on Sunday School Building Project: We have deposited 1.6 million for
bank loan. We need to deposit another 400,000 within two months. The
bank is processing our loan request. Once we get the approval, we can start
the construction. So, we are waiting for the approval from the bank.
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June Birthdays
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Snapshots

June Wedding Anniversaries
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Snapshots

Family Bonding Class by Fr. Titus Thattamattathil
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Feast of St. Antony
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June 2026
Jun 22 Mon: Feasts of Saints John Fisher and
Thomas Moore
Jun 24 Wed: Feast of Birth of John the Baptist
Jun 28 Sun: Feast of Saint Irenaeus
Jun 29 Mon: Feasts of Saints Peter and Paul, the
Apostles 
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E X O D U S  7 : 1 - 6
J E R E M I A H  1 1 : 1 8 -
2 3
2  C O R I N T H I A N S
4 : 7 - 1 8
M A T H E W  1 0 : 1 6 - 3 3

S T  J O H N  F I S H E R

 J U N E  2 2

P A T R O N A G E :  
T H E  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C

D I O C E S E  O F  R O C H E S T E R  ( U K
A N D  U S ) ,  T H O S E  P E R S E C U T E D

F O R  T H E I R  F A I T H ,  A N D
U N I V E R S I T Y  O R  F O U N D A T I O N

E N D O W M E N T S

J O H N  1 4 : 2 7
 P E A C E  I  L E A V E  W I T H  Y O U ;  M Y
P E A C E  I  G I V E  T O  Y O U ;  N O T  A S
T H E  W O R L D  G I V E S  D O  I  G I V E  T O
Y O U .  L E T  N O T  Y O U R  H E A R T S  B E
T R O U B L E D ,  N E I T H E R  L E T  T H E M
B E  A F R A I D .

UPDATES
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Saint of the
Week

CATECHISM CORNER

BIBLE PASSAGE
Verse of

the Week
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QURBANA SCHEDULE

MON - FRI:      9:00 AM (MAL)
                                 7:00 PM (MAL)

SATURDAY:    9:30 AM (MAL)

SUNDAY :          7:30 AM (MAL - SOLEMN)
                                  9:30 AM (ENG)
                                  11:30 AM (MAL)

CATECHISM

SUNDAY:         10:30 AM

CONFESSION

MON - FRI:      6:00 PM -6:45 PM
(ALSO ANYTIME UPON REQUEST)

 

Weekly Schedule

NOVENA (AFTER QURBANA) 

 TUESDAY:  ST. ANTONY
 THURSDAY:  ST. JUDE

FIRST FRIDAY: SACRED HEART
 SATURDAY:  B.V. MARY 

ADORATION
MON - FRI:  6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

SATURDAY:  8:30 AM- 9:30 AM
FIRST FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (MAL)
THRID FRIDAY: 8 PM TO 9 PM (ENG)

OFFICE HOURS

  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS                                     
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
 FR. JOSHY VALIYAVEETTIL: 
                                                                224-775-8039
PASTORAL COORDINATOR:
  BIBY THEKKANATT:              248-974-5100 
OFFICE SECRETARY:
  SR. REJI SJC:                               832-679-3702
PRO:
  ALVIN MUKALEL:                    346-702-9498
D﻿RE:
  JOHNSON VATTAMATTATHIL: 
                                                               201-270-9360 
PARISH BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD:
  ALVIN ABRAHAM MUKALEL
  ANGELINE THANNICHUVATTIL
  ELISHA VATTAMATTATHIL (ED. JR)

smkchouston.org

FOR ZELLE PAYMENT:
STMARYTRUSTEE@GMAIL.COM

contact information

VICAR / PASTOR:
  FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH: 773-412-6254

 TRUSTEES:
  SAJI MARANGATTIL                  832-428-6303
  SABU KARUKAPARAMBIL
                                                        
  JAMES VADAKEKARA
  NIDHIN VATTAMATTATHIL

FACILITY MANAGEMENT:
   SIMON ELLANKIYIL:                  281-499-5573
   BIBY THEKKANATT:                 248-974-5100
   THOMAS KANICHATTUMTHARA:
                                                                 786-216-2938
   MATHEW THEKKETHIL:         832-661-6305
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If anyone would like to post Obituary, Wedding
anniversary, Jubilee, Business ad etc. please
contact PRO. 
Any request will be subject to review

Small fee may be charged that will go to charity
via church account.
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